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The Good News 
F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

PRACTICING HOSPITALITY 

The practice of hospitality is a spiritual practice. We don’t often think of it that way, but it is a prominent 

theme throughout scripture. Providing hospitality and a warm welcome to others is one of the fundamental 

ways people live out the call to love God by loving others. Many in our church are wonderfully gifted at 

providing hospitality in the form of providing food, drink, and all sorts of yummy goodness. I am grateful for 

their ministry and encourage us all not to overlook their contributions to the life of our community. 

The practice of hospitality extends well beyond food and drink, too. It includes the experience we provide 

for any guest or new visitor who walks through our doors at any time during the week. As followers of 

Christ, we are compelled to provide warm hospitality for all members of our community, especially those 

who are having a tough time. I’m grateful for the many ways we continue to strive to welcome this group 

well, in all of its messiness. 

We will also welcome the Presbytery to our church for a stated meeting on Thursday, May 16. I encourage 

you to make some time to either volunteer to welcome fellow Presbyterians from around our state or  

simply join us for a portion of the meeting and take it in! 

Another opportunity that we have to practice hospitality is the stewardship of our building and grounds. A 

few weeks ago, Lee Mullett introduced plans for a parlor refresh, initiated by Session. Aside from the need to 

simply perform routine maintenance on our physical plant, the general feel of a space contributes to the   

experience of everyone who walks through our doors.  

A great question to ask ourselves is: If I were a new person walking into the church for the first time, what 

would the entryway and parlor communicate to me about the church? Whether we like it or not, these  

spaces shape a person’s first impression of our church, and re-creating those spaces will go a long way to 

help our building reflect the energy and resurgence our faith community is experiencing. 

If you’re able to contribute a one-time or monthly gift, no matter the size, then please prayerfully consider a 

gift. I will be making a gift as well, because I will not ask anyone in the church to give to something I am not 

willing to give to myself! I look forward to getting this project done together. 

Prayers to each of you for a great month of May - don’t run yourselves ragged. Enjoy the improving weather, 

celebrate what needs celebrating, and don’t neglect to make space for any grief you need to feel. Remember 

to slow down and make some time for practicing prayer - whatever that looks like for you!  

 

Peace, 

Zac 

 

PREACHING SCHEDULE 

May 5 The Nature of Faith: Genesis & Dominion Rev. Amanda Hill, WVU Chaplain 

May 12 The Nature of Faith: Connecting with the Land Rev. Zac Morton 

May 19 The Nature of Faith: Environment & Justice Rev. Zac Morton 

May 26 The Nature of Faith: A Symbiotic Future Rev. Zac Morton 

June 2 Mission: Past, Present, and Future Rev. Zac Morton 

May 2019 



CONFIRMATION CLASS SCHEDULE 

May 5  5:00 p.m.  Presenting Faith Stories to Session 

May 12  11:00 a.m. Confirmation & New Member Sunday 

Our Confirmation Class is nearly complete! Please plan to congratulate our class for this milestone on their 

faith journey! 

2019 Confirmation Class: 

Dake LaSala 

Trey Smith-Tatham 

Norah Copenhaver 

Patrick Ryan 

Harrison Parsons 

Kyle Patterson 

 

GARDEN TEAM  
Are you interested in getting involved with garden projects around the church? The garden team works    

together to create and maintain garden beds around the church, garden-scaping around the church, and   

creating a kid’s garden for PCDC. Please contact Pastor Zac or Lucas Tatham to get involved. 

 

PRAYER PLACE AND PRAYER LIST 

A Prayer Place is now available in the church parlor for anyone to write and share prayer requests. You have 

the option to make your requests public or private by indicating such on the prayer card. Public prayer     

requests will be used during the prayer request time during worship and will also be used to create a weekly 

prayer list that will be distributed to church members and friends. Private prayer requests will be shared only 

with the pastor and a small prayer team. You can also submit prayer requests by e-mailing Pastor Zac at           

pastorzm@gmail.com. 

 

BIBLE & BURRITOS/PASTOR’S BIBLE WORKSHOP 

The 11:00 a.m. Pastor’s Bible Workshop and 7:00 p.m. Bible and Burritos Class will continue through May 21 

and then break for the summer. Please join us as we finish up the Book of Job this May! 

 

ATTENTION PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  

Presbyterian Women will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Monday, May 6, at Heritage Point. Coffee and tea will be 

provided. Plan to join in fellowship and Bible study with friends who reside at Heritage. Cecilia Barnett will 

lead lesson 6, “God With us Through our Trials.” Please note the time change – 10:30 a.m. 

 

WARM ROOM VOLUNTEERS 

We are looking for a few more warm room volunteers to help us manage community members who use our 

facilities each Sunday morning following the community breakfast. The warm room is very popular, and is 

open from 9:00 a.m. until 10:45 a.m. each Sunday. Volunteers will be present to be a warm and encouraging 
presence for our community members, provide direction and information for community resources, and help 

direct the use of our building. Volunteers will receive training! Please contact Pastor Zac if you are           

interested. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER GRADUATION 

PCDC Graduation will take place at 3:00 p.m. on Friday, May 10, in the sanctuary. Please feel free to come 

and support our PCDC students and connect with their families! 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS  

Beginning May 26, we will switch to summer worship hours. There will be no Sunday school, and worship 

will begin at 10:00 a.m.  

 

MAY FAMILY FUN NIGHT 

Join us for Family Fun Night on Wednesday, May 22, from 6:00—8:00 p.m. This month’s event will be a    

service project. All ages are welcome. We will be making our own pizzas, playing games with Pastor Zac, and 

there will be a service project. Please RSVP by May 20 to Leigh (rllasala@sbcglobal.net) 

 

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 

We will welcome new members on Sunday, May 12, during 11:00 a.m. worship. Please plan to stay after    

worship for a reception and to meet our new members! 

 

REV. ZAC VACATION SCHEDULE 

Please note that Rev. Zac will be out of town June 2—16 for a hiking trip to Colorado and New Mexico. He 

will also be in North Carolina for Wild Goose Festival July 8—15. 

*The pastor phone (304-299-2127) will still be available, but please note that another local pastor will answer 

emergency calls at this number. 

 
FPC HOSTS SOUP AND SALAD DINNER WITH PRESENTATION ON 

HIV MISSION OUTREACH IN SWAZILAND 
Thursday, May 9, 5:00—7:00 p.m., FPC Fellowship Hall  

Teresa and Daran Rehymeyer (niece and nephew of Barry and Bonnie McMillan) will present their            

experience of creating the Kidvumisa Foundation to address HIV and other medical and socio-economic 

needs in Swaziland, Africa. Mission Committee and PW will provide a soup and salad dinner at 5:00 p.m. The 

presentation will be from 5:45-6:45. Dinner is free and open to the public. Handmade items from Swaziland 

will be available for purchase with proceeds going to support the Kidvumisa efforts.  

The Rehymeyers moved to Swaziland in 2005 and have lived there ever since. They will share the faith-based 

service, trials, and successes of their work. Swaziland is the last remaining absolute monarchy, and has a king 

with 16 wives. It was created in 1968 from South Africa, has a population of about 1,250,000 people, and is 

bordered by South Africa and Mozambique. Even now, Swaziland has the highest prevalence rate of HIV in 

the world at 26.5%. In 2005, the prevalence rate was much higher. The average life span in Swaziland has 

gone from mid-thirties in 2005 to mid-fifties in 2018. HIV has had a major negative impact in producing many 

orphaned children and crippled families. A whole generation was lost to the HIV/AIDS epidemic.  

Teresa received both a nursing degree and a Master’s in Nursing Education from LSU. She lived most of her 

life in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, where she met and married Daran Rehmeyer in 1988. Together, they         

volunteered in inner city children’s ministry prior to moving to Swaziland. For more information: https://

kudvumisafoundation.org/ 

https://kudvumisafoundation.org/
https://kudvumisafoundation.org/


MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS 
 

 

Brent Copenhaver & Molly Hall 

 

Molly grew up in Charleston, WV, and grew up in the 

Presbyterian church. She holds degrees from Wesleyan 

University, Washington & Lee, and McCormick       

Theological Seminary. Molly has recently received a call 

to serve Springhill Furnace Presbyterian Church as her 

first ordained call - which means that she will soon be a 

member of Redstone Presbytery. 

 

Brent is a local attorney who also grew up in     
Charleston, WV, in the Presbyterian tradition. He 

holds degrees from Denison University and WVU    

College of Law.  

 

Brent and Molly were High School sweethearts who 

reconnected and were married in 2016! 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Mark & Candace McCahill 

 

Mark grew up in McClellandtown, PA, 

as a Presbyterian. He attended         

California University of PA and Penn 

State. Mark is retired from UPS, is    

involved with the Masons, and loves to 

play cards. 

 

Candace grew up in Uniontown, PA, as 

a Presbyterian, too. She attended     

undergrad at West Virginia University. 
She retired from work in the Fayette 

County Courthouse in 2013. She is  

involved with Daughters of the     

American Revolution and is caretaker 

for her 90 yr. old mother. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Haylee Moody 

 

Haylee is an LPN at Morgantown 

Health and Rehab. She enjoys 

reading and shopping. Haylee 

also loves to travel! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jonas Kavi 

 

Jonas grew up in Tarkwa and Tema in 

the southern part of Ghana. He is a 

Civil Engineering graduate student at 
WVU. Jonas became a member of the 

Church of Pentecost when he was a 

teenager.  

 



 

 

Jeff & Courtney Zemerick 

 

Jeff and Courtney live in Bruceton 

Mills, WV, and are both West      

Virginia natives.  

 

Courtney works as a Drug      

Treatment Specialist at Federal  

Correctional Institute, Morgantown. 

Jeff works as a  software consultant 

for Mountain Fog, Inc.  

 

Courtney enjoys photography,    
traveling, and baking. Jeff likes to go 

hiking, work on computers, and play 

the piano. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sara Loughney 

 

Sara grew up in the Presbyterian 

church and was raised in Columbus, 

OH, and here in Morgantown.  

 

She has attended WVU and West 

Virginia Wesleyan College. She   

recently ended a long employment 

at West Virginia Wesleyan and has 

begun employment at WVU.  

 

Sara is a wonderful musician and 

singer. She also enjoys gardening 

and landscaping. 

 

 



Chris & Talisa Agba 

 

Chris & Talisa are a wonderful couple who recently welcomed a son, Kushelunim. Chris is a Ph.D. candidate 

in Human and Community Development at WVU and has also studied at Ohio University and University of 

Calabar, Nigeria. Talisa grew up in New Martinsville, WV, and currently works as an LPN at Golden Living 

Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

2 Otto Klinke 

2 Kyle Patterson 

3 Bret Carpenter 

3 Cindy Ryan 

5 Lloyd English 

7 George Cicci 

7 Bonnie McMillan 

8 Julia Bolt 

9 Evelyn Andrews 

9 Drew Zundell 

12 Terry Heironimus 

13 James Layman 

14 David Klinke 

18 Anthony Fragale 

18 Lloyd Slaughter 

20 Ron Fleeger 

21 Elaine Sapp 

21 Xander Siracusa 

23 Suzanne Weise McGinley

  

24 Benjamin Solorio 

24 Martha Sturms 

25 Donald Spencer 

26 Debra Cooke 

26 J.R. Stemple 

28 Kay Hohn 

29 Robert Driscole 

30 Sarah English 



SESSION 
John Bolt, David Burtner, Harold Forbes, Donna Gerber, Gertraud Irwin, Beth Madison, Barry McMillan,   

Lee Mullett, Chet Parsons, Cathy Samuel, Justin Weber, Lucas Tatham (Clerk of Session) 

 

DEACONS 
Jan Benders, Karen Cassidy, Debbie Chase, Brenda Ely, Sarah English, John Garlow, Deborah Harris,       

Scott Lyon, Chris McClelland, Bonnie McMillan, Carole Mooney, Ann Warren, Donna Weems, Judy Werner,     

Diane Williams  

 

STAFF 
Rev. Zac Morton, Pastor                                                  Pastorzm@gmail.com 

Johnetta Velickoff, Bookkeeper & Administrative Assistant      FPCMorgantown@gmail.com 
Sharon Portaro, PCDC Director                                      PresbyterianCDC@gmail.com  

Ken Godwin, Music Director                                      Overture456@aol.com  

Kimberly Chaffee, Secretary                                      PresbyMorgantown@gmail.com  

Youngju Lee, Accompanist/Organist 

Reggie Underwood, Custodian, Sunday Sexton 

Janine Arnold & Teanna Branch, Nursery Attendants 

 

CONTACT US 
First Presbyterian Church  

456 Spruce St.  

Morgantown, WV 26505 

(304) 296-8236 

www.firstpresmorgantown.org  

Pastor’s Dedicated Phone: (304) 299-2127 

Office Hours: 

Mon-Fri  8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
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