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The Good News 
F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

PRESBYTERIAN CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

Hello Friends, 

Did you know that this year marks the 50th Anniversary of our Presbyterian Child Development Center? 

Well, now you do! This mission and ministry of the church is a vital part of our presence downtown and 

connects us with over a hundred families who live and work in our community.  

PCDC has been going strong since 1969, and today we enroll nearly 100 children (infants through 6th grade). 

Sharon Portaro has served as director for over 20 years, and her leadership and commitment to the children 

and staff have seen our daycare become one of the most well-respected and sought after childcare programs 

in our area. PCDC won a Best of Morgantown award last year and continues to enjoy a great reputation 

among parents in Morgantown. 

The staff and teachers at PCDC are exceptionally gifted, and many of the teachers have been at PCDC for 

more than 10 years, which is almost unheard of in the world of daycare. The stability of the children’s    

learning environment helps them grow and thrive, and provides their parents peace of mind throughout the 

day. We also reserve a number of our enrollment slots for low-income families - something that is difficult 
for other childcare organizations with higher overhead costs to handle. 

Just this past year, our Session re-committed to the Presbyterian Child Development Center as a mission of 

the church, and I am excited to work closely with Sharon and the PCDC staff to continue to improve their 

work and help our congregation grow to engage the children and families of PCDC and demonstrate God’s 

love for them. 

On Sunday, September 8, we will celebrate PCDC’s 50th Anniversary during the 11:00 a.m. worship service. 

Sharon Portaro, PCDC Director, will read our children’s book for that day. We will have special kid-friendly 

music and a blessing for the PCDC teachers, students, and families. There will also be a reception after the 

service with light refreshments. Please plan to be there to celebrate our PCDC families and staff that day! 

We are planning a larger celebration this Spring, so stay tuned for more details as we draw closer to the 

graduation of PCDC’s 50th class next May! We are grateful to God for the blessings that the PCDC brings to 

the life of our church and our community! 

Peace, 

Zac 

 

PREACHING SCHEDULE 
September 8  God Illustrated: Who is my Neighbor? Rev. Zac Morton 

September 15  God Illustrated: TBD Rev. Emily Misfeldt 

September 22  The Kindom of God: Hospitality  Rev. Amanda Hill 

September 29 The Kindom of God: Justice Rev. Zac Morton 

September 2019 



SESSION REPORT 

Session met on August 18, welcoming new elders Noel Hoffman and Susan Shumaker. Lee Mullett and Barry 

McMillan also began their second consecutive three-year terms. John Bolt is now serving as Clerk of Session, 

and we thank Lucas Tatham for his service as Clerk of Session over the past year. Lucas has shifted his role 

to serve as Session representative on Nurture & Learning Committee. 

August meeting highlights: 

• Approved a Letter of Transfer for Brian and Mary Ann McDonald to join our church from Davis       

Memorial PC (Elkins). 

• Approved Baptisms of Finn Weber (September 22) and Madison Misfeldt (October 20). 

• Approved the LGBTQ Task Force Diversity Week event: “Still, They Resisted” (September 15, 6:30 p.m., 

in the sanctuary). 

• Approved the Scholastic Book Fair (September 15-19). 

• Appointed a temporary task force to prioritize crisis/active shooter response plan for the church and 

PCDC. 
• Agreed to plan to support Chris Mullett in the ordination process with an interview at our September 22 

meeting. 

• Zac shared personal news and a letter to the congregation. 

• Received an update on the parlor renovation from Lee Mullett. 

• Agreed to begin discussing a process for a “navigation planning” process. This Session will begin praying 

and thinking about where God is calling our congregation to focus in the next 3, 5,  and10 years. 

Congregation members and friends are always welcome to attend Session meetings or to write and share 

any news or questions with Session. All correspondence can be sent to our Clerk of Session, John Bolt 

(jboltwv@johnbolt.com). 

Session Members: 

Class of 2020   Class of 2021   Class of 2022 

John Bolt   Donna Gerber  Barry McMillan 

David Burtner   Beth Madison   Noel Hoffman 

Gertraud Irwin  Cathy Samuel   Lee Mullett 

Justin Weber   Lucas Tatham   Susan Shumaker 

 

PRESBYTERIAN STUDENT FELLOWSHIP WEDNESDAY NIGHT      

DINNERS 

First Presbyterian Church welcomes West Virginia University students to our church family no matter what 

their schedule or place in their spiritual journey. We also support the Presbyterian campus ministry as we 

are called to do. The search to find a new campus minister has been initiated, and the Wednesday night    

program that Shelly Barrick Parsons led will be continued with lots of help. Two ministry interns, Megan 

Pearcy and Logan Neccuzi, along with a dedicated group of faithful student leaders, will work together to 

keep the programs going until a campus minister is found.  

The members of First Presbyterian Church can lend a hand to these dedicated students by providing dinners 

for the students’ Wednesday night meetings. Dinners start at 7:00 p.m. at the Campus Ministry Center. 

Meals can be dropped off a day or two in advance (with instructions) or any time before 6:00 p.m. on 

Wednesday. Just contact the Campus Ministry Center office 304-292-4061 beforehand. There are at least 15 

adults every week with hearty appetites. Think adolescent appetites! Call the FPC office at 302-296-8236 to 
sign up to provide a meal at your convenience. Thank you in advance for supporting our WVU Presbyterian 

Student Fellowship!  

mailto:jboltwv@johnbolt.com


THE KINDOM OF GOD SERMON SERIES 

Jesus began his ministry with the words, “The Kingdom of God has drawn near.” What was he talking about? 

What is this Kingdom of God? 

The Kingdom of God is an idea that is fundamental to Jesus’ teaching of the Gospel. It’s all over Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, and John - but what is this Kingdom of God? What did Jesus mean by it? How did the disciples 

understand it? What does it mean for us today? Is it still a helpful concept anymore? We’ll explore all of 

these questions and more as we delve into the KINGdom of God as the KINdom of God - a new way of 

talking about this ancient part of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Kindom of God will run for 5 weeks:     

September 22 through October 20. 

 

WHO ARE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN? 

Presbyterian Women care deeply about their families, church, community, and beyond. They find joy working 

together to address the needs that concern them most. Members keep in touch with those who are ill,     
experiencing loss, or other significant events through our card ministry; support the WVU Student Ministry 

by providing meals at their weekly meetings; help the Salvation Army Christmas stocking drive; have annual 

fundraising events; support Days for Girls; help with the Empty Bowls luncheon; stitch together; crochet   

together, and much more. Presbyterian Women meet at noon, on the first Monday of the month, in Room 3. 

They may bring a lunch to eat and catch up with each other before the meeting. They plan upcoming         

activities or discuss church events during the meeting. The one-hour meeting ends with a Bible study and   

discussion. 

Who are Presbyterian Women? Presbyterian Women are mothers, wives, daughters, professionals, or     

retired. They are you! There are many ways to participate. If you can’t attend the monthly meetings as listed 

in the bulletin, you may want to inquire about meeting on Saturdays or evenings — contact Linda Fleeger 

(rlfleeger@gmail.com) or Johnetta (FPCMorgantown@gmail.com) for more information.  

 

WV BLACK HERITAGE FESTIVAL 

The WV Black Heritage Festival will be held September 6-8 in Clarksburg. If you are interested in attending 

with other church members, please contact Rev. Zac. There is an event schedule posted on the bulletin 

board in the parlor. Event information can also be found in the bulletin and on our Facebook page. 

 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION LUNCHEON 

Do you serve on a pancake breakfast team? The Mission Committee invites you to a volunteer appreciation 

luncheon following worship on Sunday, September 8. Please plan to gather in the fellowship hall where the 

Mission Committee can thank you for your dedication and hard work with the pancake breakfast. Each week 

throughout the year, seven different teams prepare and serve free breakfast to our community members. An 

average of 90 plus meals are served each Sunday. This ministry is a significant mission outreach of our church. 

The Mission Committee appreciates these teams and all they do to serve members of our community.  

 

TOBACCO-FREE CHURCH CAMPUS 

At our June meeting, Session voted to designate our entire campus as tobacco/e-cigarette free. We will be 
putting up signage and ask that anyone who needs to smoke go off church property in order to do so. 

 
 
 

https://fpcmorgantown.breezechms.com/people/view/13244541#


 

STILL, THEY RESISTED 

There were many unsung heroes of the LGBTQ movement. Come and learn about them from Ted Hoover 

(of the Persad Center, Pittsburgh) at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday, September 15. The program will be followed by  

Q & A and light reception. It is sponsored by our LGBTQ Task Force, as we recognize WVU Diversity 

Week.  

 

PCDC SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

PCDC’s 2nd annual book fair begins Sunday, September 15, and will run through Thursday, September 19. 

On Wednesday, September 18, everyone is invited to gather for food and fellowship in the gym from 5:30 

p.m. – 6:30 p.m. On that day, the fair will remain open until 7:00 p.m. Please RSVP to the church office 

(PresbyMorgantown@gmail.com) or Nikki Hoffman (noel.nikki@gmail.com) if you are planning to attend  

dinner. Proceeds from the book fair benefit PCDC’s curriculum through Scholastic Dollars. Contact Nikki 

Hoffman for additional information.  

Book Fair Hours:  

Sunday before and after worship  

Monday 3:30—5:30 p.m.  
Tuesday 3:30—5:30 p.m.  

Wednesday 3:30—7:00 p.m. (Dinner 5:30—6:30 p.m.) 

Thursday  3:30—5:30 p.m.  

 

UPCOMING BAPTISM  

Join us as we celebrate the baptism of Finn Weber (son of Justin & Heather Weber) on Sunday, September 

22, during the 11:00 a.m. worship service! 

 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT HIKE & WILDLIFE HUNT 

Join Nurture & Learning at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 25, for an all-ages-welcome hike and wildlife 

hunt at the WV Botanic Garden. We will gather in the upper parking lot and then complete an easy 1 mile 

loop. Along the way, we will stop to explore some creek beds and ponds looking for some native WV     

wildlife. Water and a lite snack will be provided.  

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN SEPTEMBER LUNCHEON: 

EVERYONE WELCOME! 
 

Monday, September 9 

11:30 a.m. 

Room 3 

All are invited to attend the PW Pot-luck Salad 

Luncheon. Beverages, bread/crackers, and desserts 

will be provided. Bring a salad to share.  

This is a time of food and fellowship to start the 2019

-2020 year of Presbyterian Women. Invite a friend to 

come along!  



BIBLE STUDY RESUMES  

On September 17, Bible and Burritos will resume Tuesday meetings at 7:00 p.m. at Black Bear Burritos,    

Evansdale. Bible & Burritos is a casual Bible exploration workshop, led by Rev. Zac. Simply come and enjoy a 

burrito (and a beer, if you like) and explore the Bible with some interesting conversation with other      

members and friends. Bible & Burritos is open to all ages! There will also be a Tuesday morning Bible study 

at 11:00 a.m., in Room 3. The lesson plan for both studies will be the same.  

 

ATTENTION TRAVELERS:  ARTWORK OPPORTUNITY 

We are creating some art for the new entryway and would like to incorporate crosses from around the 

world based on the places where our members and friends travel. If you are traveling this summer, please 

bring back a cross with you and drop it off at the church office so we can begin creating this unique artwork 

that will represent our community. 

 

HARVEST SUNDAYS 

Our garden-scaping around the church is flourishing! We have tomatoes, peppers, cabbage, chard, squash, 

zucchini, and green beans that will benefit our local food pantries and Community Kitchen. Every two weeks, 

after 11:00 a.m. worship, we will take some time to harvest and tend the garden, and learn a little about the 

food we are growing! All ages are welcome.  

Our harvest Sundays for this month are: 

• September 1 

• September 15 (planting fall crops) 

• September 29 

We have donated the following amount of food to local food pantries and the Community 

Kitchen from our church garden: 

• Tomatoes  96 lbs. 

• Peppers  17 lbs. 

• Rainbow chard  23 bunches 

• Cabbage  9 lbs. 

• Squash  58 lbs. 

• Green beans  68 servings 

 

CLUED UP:  A NEW SUNDAY MORNING LEARNING OPPORTUNITY 

FOR FAMILIES 

The Nurture & Learning Committee has been evaluating our Sunday morning programs for the last six 

months, and they are excited to announce that we will be offering a brand new opportunity this Fall called 

“Clued Up.” Clued Up will begin at 10:35 a.m. each Sunday, before 11:00 a.m. worship, and will take the 

place of our traditional Sunday School programming.  

Clued up will be held in the sanctuary and is designed to help children, youth, and families learn more about 

elements of our faith and worship practices together. We are looking for volunteers to help us lead “Clued 

Up” in October and November and be part of the fun. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact 

Leigh LaSala at rllasala@sbcglobal.net.  

Come each week and help your family get Clued Up on the service! 

 
 



FALL CHOIR REHEARSALS 

The chancel choir will meet on Thursday evenings, beginning September 12. Rehearsals will be held from 

7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the choir room on the second floor (an elevator is available). Contact Ken Godwin for 

additional information.    

 

HANDBELL CHOIR RESUMES IN SEPTEMBER 

 

 

 

JOIN OUR  

HANDBELL CHOIR 
 

 

Beginning on Wednesday, September 11.  

Please meet in the choir loft (by the organ).  

6:30—7:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

INTERESTED IN JOINING A  

RINGING CHOIR? 

Contact: Lois M. Campbell 

765-430-7186 



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN UPCOMING CALENDAR 

Mark your calendars for upcoming events. Regular meetings include Bible study, planning projects and       

activities, and fellowship. Prior to each event or meeting, a detailed announcement is placed in the Sunday 

bulletin.  

• September Luncheon: Join PW at 11:30 a.m., on Monday, September 9, in room 3 for their annual 

luncheon. This meeting is a great way to become acquainted with PW. It is a time of food and fellowship. 

Bring a salad to share; everything else is provided. Study books will be available at this meeting for $10.  

• October Meeting: This meeting will be held at Heritage on Monday, October 7, at 10:30 a.m. The first 

lesson in the new study, Love Carved in Stone, will be presented. Coffee and tea will be served.  

• November Meeting: The usual “bag lunch” meeting will be held at noon on Monday, November 4, in 

room 3.  

• December Meeting: The usual “bag lunch” meeting will be held at noon on Monday, December 2, in 

Room 3.  

• Cookies ’N More Sale: Friday, December 13, will be set up day; Saturday, December 14, will be the 
sale.  Further details will be provided at a later time.  

 

SUPPORT OUR CHURCH’S MISSION PROJECTS 

Are you a Kroger shopper? Are you a new member of FPC, long-time member who hasn’t enrolled, or 

friend of our church? We invite you to support our church's mission projects by becoming a participant in 

FPC's Kroger Community Rewards Program. FPC has been a registered organization since 2009 and has 

been able to support many local, regional, and international charitable organizations since then.  

Enrollment Instructions:  

• Before starting, have your Kroger Plus card handy (or obtain one at any Kroger service desk or online).  

• Go online to www.kroger.com.  

• Click on "Save" (on the top bar).  

• Scroll down to "Community Rewards."  

• Click on "I am a customer" (Want to enroll in Community Rewards) or scroll down to "Create an      

account." 

• Enter your location (select a store), enter your email, and create a password. 

• Enter your Kroger Plus card number or Alt ID (the telephone number tied to your Kroger Plus card),  

and under “Your Organization,” select First Presbyterian Church (RN 189). 

For assistance, contact Kroger Customer Service (1-800-576-4377) or Gertraud Irwin                             

(igertraud442@gmail.com).  Thank you!  

 

BECOME A GREETER 

We are seeing a lot of new faces every Sunday, and it is very important for us to welcome our visitors well! 

We’re looking for new greeters to help us welcome new faces, provide information, and make sure that  

everyone who comes to worship on Sunday mornings has a great experience. 

With the renovation of our parlor and entryway, we have an opportunity to make our welcome game even 

stronger. All greeters will receive some training before they begin, so they will have everything they need to 

welcome our community to First Pres. If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please e-mail Rev. Zac at 

pastorzm@gmail.com. 

 

 

mailto:pastorzm@gmail.com


PARLOR REFRESH UPDATE 

The parlor refresh is officially underway! Lee Mullett, Debbie Palmer, and the Property Committee are  

working together to make these much needed improvements to our entryway and parlor. These              

improvements will help us make a much better first impression upon our first-time visitors. 

Parlor Refresh Schedule: 

Completed:  New lighting, flooring, and paint (parlor and entryway) 

Completed:  TV installed (parlor) 

September 3-6: Updated flooring 

September 9-13:  Entryway improvements (welcome desk, artwork, banners, and images) 

 New furniture (parlor) 

You can donate to the parlor refresh in the same way you normally make a gift to the church; just be sure to 

make note of the “parlor refresh” on your giving statement, memo line, or in the comments/notations when 

giving online. There are also gift envelopes marked “parlor refresh” available in the parlor. 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN BIBLE STUDY 2019—2020  

The new study book for 2019—2020 is “Love Carved in Stone: a fresh look at the Ten Commandments.” 

The first lesson will be presented at the October meeting. One of the nine lessons will be presented at each 

meeting by a volunteer leader. Copies of the study book are available for $10 and will be distributed at the 

September and October meetings.  

To quote author Eugenia Anne Gamble’s description of the study, “Nowhere in the Hebrew text does the 

word for ‘commandment’ appear. In the Bible, these utterances are called just what they are: ‘Words’. One 

way to consider the Ten Words is as a love letter from God to the community stuck in the wilderness. 

These words are both addressed to the community and, in new ways, create the community. The Ten 

Words are an invitation into a passionate life with God and with each other that is fundamentally different 

from the lives we have led heretofore. They provide boundaries within which we can live in freedom and 

peace. These Words both warm and encourage. ...The Ten Words, by telling us what to avoid, also point us 

toward the behavior we must embrace. When we look beneath the surface of these words, we, too, can find 

a call to deeper communion with God and a new understanding of the beauty and challenges of life            

together.”  

 

ALERT - GIFT CARD SCAM 

Please be alerted that many people throughout the country have received scam emails, text messages, and/or 

phone calls from individuals posing as pastors. Recently, some church members have received scams of this 

nature. The false email address used was pastorzacm1@gmail.com. If you receive an email from this, or any 

other suspicious address, please report it immediately by visiting www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/

#crnt&panel1-1.  

The Federal Trade Commission recently published an article about the scam and how to report it. In the  

article, FTC Consumer Education Specialist, Colleen Tressler, writes, “The bogus emails often include the 

name of the local pastor and a legitimate looking email address. But a closer look should raise some red flags. 

For example, the email address isn’t the one normally used by the church, and the service provider is       

different, too. The message may begin with a simple “Hi,” but doesn’t include a recipient’s name. There also 

may be spelling errors, including the pastor’s name. The imposter asks you to buy a popular gift card —    

frequently, iTunes, Google Play, or Amazon — and then asks for the gift card number and PIN on the back of 
the card. Those numbers let the scammer immediately get the money you loaded onto the card. And once 

that’s done, the scammer and your money are gone, usually without a trace.” To read the full article, visit 

https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2019/07/worshipers-targeted-gift-card-scam. 

https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#crnt&panel1-1
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#crnt&panel1-1
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/paying-scammers-gift-cards
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2019/07/worshipers-targeted-gift-card-scam


SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

SESSION 
John Bolt (Clerk of Session), David Burtner, Donna Gerber, Noel Hoffman, Gertraud Irwin, Beth Madison, 
Barry McMillan, Lee Mullett, Cathy Samuel, Susan Shumaker, Lucas Tatham, Justin Weber  

 

DEACONS 
Jan Benders, Karen Cassidy, Brenda Ely, John Garlow, Cynthia Griffin, Nikki Hoffman, Chris McClelland,    

Diana Scott Beattie, Trey Smith-Tatham, Donna Weems, Judy Werner, Melody Wilkins, Diane Williams  

 

STAFF 
Rev. Zac Morton, Pastor                                                  Pastorzm@gmail.com 
Johnetta Velickoff, Bookkeeper & Administrative Assistant      FPCMorgantown@gmail.com 

Sharon Portaro, PCDC Director                                      PresbyterianCDC@gmail.com  

Ken Godwin, Music Director                                      Overture456@aol.com  

Kimberly Chaffee, Secretary                                      PresbyMorgantown@gmail.com  

Youngju Lee, Accompanist/Organist 

Reggie Underwood, Custodian, Sunday Sexton 

Janine Arnold & Teanna Branch, Nursery Attendants 

 

CONTACT US 
First Presbyterian Church  

456 Spruce St.  

Morgantown, WV 26505 

(304) 296-8236 

www.firstpresmorgantown.org  

Pastor’s Dedicated Phone: (304) 299-2127 

Office Hours: 

Mon-Fri  8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

03 Mark McCahill 

06 Karen Cassidy 

07 Lori Carpenter 

07 Emily Fisher 

07 Trina Runner 

07 Jeffrey Zemerick 

09 Sophia Martin 

09 Miles Weber 

10 Brent Copenhaver 

10 Josie Kemp-Rye 

11 Sunshine Townsend 

14 Jean Humphreys 

14 Jonas Kavi 

15 Johnetta Velickoff 

16 Jane LaBarbara 

19 Scott Lyon 

20 Ella Moats 

21 Donna Gerber 

21    Spencer Mebane 

22  Gregory Gerber 

24 Brenda Kurtz 

26 Heather Larkin 

27 Ruth Hicks 

28    Fred Fawcett 

30    Adrienne Kemp-Rye 
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