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The Good News 
F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

A FAITH BUILT FOR WALKING 

Taking advantage of the opportunity to travel is a tremendous blessing - one that we probably take for  

granted. During my recent travels, I spent a few moments marveling at how I began my final day in the heart 

of Rocky Mountains National Park, at 12,000 feet, in the alpine snowfields of Northern Colorado and ended 

my day at home in my own bed. This is a miraculous reality that wasn’t possible a few generations ago.  

You might be traveling this summer, too. You might be flying or driving or going very “old school’ and taking 

a train. No matter your mode of travel, chances are you will find a way to pass the time it takes for you to 

travel from home to your destination. Nobody particularly enjoys travel time cooped up in a vehicle or metal 

fuselage hurtling through the sky. We are always anxious to reach our destination. 

On my flight home, I couldn’t help but think about just how different traveling was during Jesus’ time. I also 

couldn’t help but think about how often we find Jesus or the disciples traveling in the Gospel stories. They’re 

in Nazareth and Capernaum and Caesarea and the middle of the wilderness and Samaria and Jerusalem - 

they’re all over the map. Their primary mode of transportation was their own two feet. When you walk to a 

place, as opposed to flying over it or driving through it, you have an opportunity to notice much more about 
the landscape, the community, and the people who live there. Many of the stories of Jesus and the disciples 

are stories about people and places they encountered along the way - as they were traveling from one place 

to another. 

I think there is something for us to learn here. I’m certainly not about to walk to Colorado - but I have taken 

to walking the streets of Morgantown to get out of the office a few times each day. I have learned and seen 

things about our community around the church that I would not have otherwise noticed. I run into many of 

our pancake breakfast friends and have the opportunity to stop and chat with them.  

If you live in a walkable place and you’re able to get around - then I encourage you to go out and just walk 

around your neighborhood. Notice the place and the people carefully. Perhaps God will help you see it in a 

new way, or help you discover a new way to make your community better, or stronger.  

In a time when we are constantly buzzing around from one place to another, taking the time to walk and  

notice and appreciate what is around us is a form of prayer that can carry great power to fuel our ministry in 

our own neighborhoods. You might notice something you never have before. 

If you’re on vacation in a new place, take a walk and notice the neighborhood. Notice what is beautiful about 

the place where you are and send up a little prayer of gratitude every time you notice something. Walking 

prayers are very powerful prayers! 

Jesus’ first command to the disciples was, “Come and follow me” - it was an invitation to walk with him and 

to take notice of what God was up to along the way. It was a simple but powerful invitation - and in many 

ways it still is. We have a faith built for walking, so whether you’re in your neighborhood or exploring some 

far off destination, get out there and use the feet God gave you! 

 

Peace, 

Zac 

 

July 2019 



PREACHING SCHEDULE 

July 7 Jesus by the Shore: Jesus Walking on Water Rev. Zac Morton 

July 14 Jesus by the Shore: Feeding the 5,000 Rev. Emily Misfeldt 

July 21 Jesus by the Shore: A Fishy Coin Rev. Zac Morton 

July 28 Jesus by the Shore: Breakfast on the Beach Rev. Zac Morton 

 

MISSION OUTREACH SURVEY 

The church continues to collect responses to the mission survey. Please take a few minutes to complete the 

online survey at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LX39QFS or pick up a survey in the parlor and return it 

to the mission survey box. Your responses are very important. Thank you for taking time to give feedback 

on where we should focus our mission outreach over the next three years.  

 

REV. ZAC TRAVELING JULY 9-15 

Please note that Rev. Zac will be out of town on a trip to present a workshop at the Wild Goose Festival in 

Hot Springs, NC, but the pastor phone will still be available. Rev. Amanda Hill will be monitoring the phone, 

so if you are in need of emergency pastoral care, please contact her via the pastor phone at (304) 299-2127. 

 

HARVEST SUNDAYS 

Our garden-scaping around the church is off to a great start! We’re growing tomatoes, peppers, cabbage, 

chard, squash, zucchini, and green beans that will benefit our local food pantries and Community Kitchen. 

Every two weeks, after 10:00 a.m. worship, we will take some time to harvest and tend the garden, and learn 

a little about the food we are growing! All ages are welcome.  

Our harvest Sundays for July are: 

July 14 

July 28 

 

ATTENTION TRAVELERS:  ARTWORK OPPORTUNITY 

We are creating some art for the new entryway and would like to incorporate crosses from around the 

world based on the places where our members and friends travel. If you are traveling this summer, please 

bring back a cross with you and drop it off at the church office so we can begin creating this unique artwork 

that will represent our community. 

 

TOBACCO-FREE CHURCH CAMPUS 

At our June meeting, Session voted to designate our entire campus as tobacco/e-cigarette free. We will be 

putting up signage and ask that anyone who needs to smoke go off church property in order to do so. 



MARGARET SMITH GAY: JULY 20, 1794—MAY 11, 1871 

This month marks the 225th anniversary of the birth of Margaret Smith Gay. The bell in our tower was given 

in her memory by her daughter, Sarah, and placed in the tower of the High Street building completed for our 

congregation in 1896. The bell was moved when our current building was completed in 1954. Mrs. Gay had 

set aside money to leave something for the church, and Sarah added more in order to purchase the bell. 

Sarah chose a bell to call the congregation together. In a 

note to her cousin she said, “It is not so much our wish to 

have a very loud sound as a musical one.” The bell was cast 

by Meneely Bell Foundry in West Troy, New York. It 

weighs 2300 pounds and is rung manually with a rope that 

hangs down into the stairwell of the tower. Currently, it is 

not rung on a regular basis, but used to call attention to 

important occasions. Most  recently, it rang in memory of 

the victims of the shooting at the Tree of Life Synagogue in 
Pittsburgh.  

Margaret was the widow of Matthew Gay. He was a    

nephew of Colonel William McCleary, one of the original 

founders of the Presbyterian Church in Morgantown.   

Matthew came from England in 1799 to help his Uncle  

William who had no children. Margaret and Matthew first 

met at her parent’s home in Allegheny County, Maryland, 

around 1805. Although 14 years younger than he, she 

made quite an impression and they were married on     

September 13, 1821. The Gays were deeply involved in the 

growth of the church, helping establish the first building for 

the congregation in 1822. They had 6 children baptized 

here. One of their sons, William McCleary Gay, was buried 

on the church lot in 1834 at the age of 13. His gravestone 

is visible near the left end of the memorial wall.  

 

PARLOR REFRESH UPDATE 

The parlor refresh is officially underway! You will notice improvements begin to ramp up over the course of 

July. Lee Mullett, Debbie Palmer, and the Property Committee are working together to make long overdue 

improvements to our entryway and parlor. These improvements will help us make a much better impression 

upon our first-time visitors. Our goal is to have the Parlor Refresh completed by mid-August, in time for the 

return to school and regular routines. 

Parlor Refresh Schedule: 

Completed:  New lighting (with more to come) 

Completed:  New flooring in the parlor* 

Mid-July:  New paint in the parlor and entryway 

July:  Entryway improvements and artwork 

* Please note that although a new floor has been installed, we are changing the color of the flooring. The new 

flooring will be installed soon and the current flooring will be used in the classrooms of Westminster Hall. 

You can donate to the parlor refresh in the same way you normally make a gift to the church; just be sure to 

make note of the “parlor refresh” on your giving statement, memo line, or in the comments/notations when 

giving online. There are also gift envelopes marked “parlor refresh” available in the parlor. 



CLUED UP:  GROWING FAITH IN THE KNOW 

The Nurture & Learning Committee has been working hard over the past year to think critically about how 

our church can best nurture the faith of kids, youth, and families. We work keeping three goals in mind for 

helping our young people develop a deep and lasting faith:  

1. Bible content- We want children and youth to know the stories of the Bible.  

2. Ability to think and engage with scripture and our faith tradition. 

3. To have a strong sense of community and feel like they have strong relationships with a variety of  

people in the church.  

In order to help us achieve these goals. we are excited to introduce a BRAND NEW program this Fall called 

“Clued Up.” 

Clued Up is an engaging, worship-immersive experience for all ages to learn and grow in faith. Each week, we 

will gather at 10:35 a.m., in the sanctuary, for an engaging learning time that focuses on what will happen  

during the worship service. It will be a little different each week. We will pick a scripture story, learn a song, 

create some art, learn about that Sunday’s service, 
and recruit some kids and youth to participate in it. 

Parents are welcome to be in the sanctuary and    

participate with us. There will also be opportunities 

for members and friends to get involved with       

leadership in Clued Up each week. 

We are going to pilot Clued Up for two weeks: July 

28 and August 4. (Please note these pilots will begin 

at 9:35 a.m. due to Summer worship hours.) Then, 

we will have weekly Clued Up programs starting   

August 25, at 10:35 a.m. 

Parents please note that Clued Up will be our       

primary spiritual nurturing opportunity for children 

and youth, and traditional Sunday School will no  

longer be offered during the 10 o'clock hour. The 

nursery will still be open on Sunday beginning at 

10:00 a.m. We look forward to creating this new and 

exciting experience to help our children and youth 

develop their faith!  

 

ALERT - SCAM TEXT/EMAIL 

Please be alerted that many people in our congregation and all over our state have received scam texts and/

or emails from individuals posing as pastors.  

The scam sends a message saying they need you to purchase a gift card for the pastor right away, usually for 

the benefit of a sick parishioner or charity. The sender then proceeds to try and get the gift card numbers 

from you upon purchasing, saying they aren’t able to meet you. 

Please do not purchase any gift cards or send money in any form to any suspicious numbers or emails (even 

with local area codes) claiming to be a pastor. Gift cards are difficult to return once you’ve purchased them. 

 



JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 

SESSION 
John Bolt, David Burtner, Harold Forbes, Donna Gerber, Gertraud Irwin, Beth Madison, Barry McMillan,   

Lee Mullett, Chet Parsons, Cathy Samuel, Justin Weber, Lucas Tatham (Clerk of Session) 

 

DEACONS 
Jan Benders, Karen Cassidy, Debbie Chase, Brenda Ely, Sarah English, John Garlow, Deborah Harris,       

Scott Lyon, Chris McClelland, Bonnie McMillan, Carole Mooney, Ann Warren, Donna Weems, Judy Werner,     

Diane Williams  

 

STAFF 
Rev. Zac Morton, Pastor                                                  Pastorzm@gmail.com 

Johnetta Velickoff, Bookkeeper & Administrative Assistant      FPCMorgantown@gmail.com 

Sharon Portaro, PCDC Director                                      PresbyterianCDC@gmail.com  

Ken Godwin, Music Director                                      Overture456@aol.com  

Kimberly Chaffee, Secretary                                      PresbyMorgantown@gmail.com  

Youngju Lee, Accompanist/Organist 

Reggie Underwood, Custodian, Sunday Sexton 

Janine Arnold & Teanna Branch, Nursery Attendants 

 

CONTACT US 
First Presbyterian Church  

456 Spruce St.  

Morgantown, WV 26505 

(304) 296-8236 

www.firstpresmorgantown.org  

Pastor’s Dedicated Phone: (304) 299-2127 

Office Hours: 

Mon-Fri  8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

 

 

02  Ron Latimer 

05 Nikki Hoffman 

05  Eleanor Parsons 

06  Britta Klinke 

06 Julia Leyden 

06 Courtney Zemerick 

08 Reece Taylor 

10 Ben Portaro 

13 Norah Copenhaver 

13 Ruth Gardner 

15 Laura Jones 

15 Barbara Peters 

16  Zach Lyon 

19 Michelle Kurtz 

23 KayLynne Stone 

24 Cecilia Barnett 

25 Diane Williams 

26 Joan Driscole 

27 Dustin Purvis 

28 Patrick McGinley 

28 David Samuel  

31  Helen Baird 

31 Sarah Guerry 

mailto:Pastorzm@gmail.com
mailto:FPCMorgantown@gmail.com
mailto:PresbyterianCDC@gmail.com
mailto:Overture456@aol.com
mailto:PresbyMorgantown@gmail.com
http://www.firstpresmorgantown.org

