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The Good News 
F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

A NOTE FROM PASTOR ZAC 
 

Happy New Year! 

I don’t know about you, but I am excited for 2019 and the possibilities it brings. Last year was a great year 

for First Presbyterian, and we laid a foundation that we now have the opportunity to build upon. The Advent 

and Christmas season proved that we are in a great position to grow into our call to be a community that 

reflects God’s love and welcome for all people. The cookie sale, MAC Glee Christmas concert, Christmas 

pageant & cantata, and Christmas Eve were all well supported and helped us celebrate the joy and hope we 

find together in Christ. 

As we look forward to the year that is now upon us, I want to share with you 10 goals for my work at First 

Presbyterian, which I shared with Session last month.  

1. Work with Session to discern major vision and goals for our church over the next 5 years. 

2. Equip each member to better understand and articulate why welcome and inclusion are an essential 

value of our faith in Jesus Christ and affirmed by our church tradition. 
3. Create a community network of faith organizations and service providers who will advocate for an 

improvement for the life situations of housing insecure persons in our community, with the vision of 

creating a community center. 

4. Create mission opportunities with more than 50% congregation participation during 2019. 

5. Launch a confirmation class for our youth. 

6. Create a system of regular visitation for members who are homebound or in assisted living. 

7. Host events with Presbyterian Child Development Center and engage 10 families in the life of FPC, 

enhancing PCDC as a mission of FPC. 

8. Add regular video recording of sermons for online and distance use. 

9. Create a user-friendly, church-wide prayer chain to encourage regular prayer for one another. 

10. Increase church membership to 235 by the end of 2019. 

I encourage each of us to make 2019 a great year in the life of our church. If you have some ideas or gifts 

that you feel called to share, then let’s talk about it! Embracing new ideas, cultivating creativity, and having a        

willingness to try new things are often where we see God at work. We sometimes read the Bible as a static      

history, but much of scripture is the story of how God creates, and moves, and challenges people to become 

more active in the world. So, let’s be people who are not afraid to embrace what God is up to in the world! 

I look forward to discovering what God will be up to with us over the next year! May God bless you and 

keep you today and every day. 

 

Peace, 

Zac 

January 2019 



SPECIAL THANK YOU 

To our cantata/pageant participants:  

Let me take this opportunity to thank everyone who participated in our 2018 Christmas cantata and pageant. 

It was a wonderful service made possible by your dedication. Thank you to the adult choir for their beautiful 

singing; the adult and youth instrumentalists for their wonderful music; the narrators, actors, and actresses 

for their fantastic performances; and the parents who assisted the performers.   

I hope all of you received an extra holiday blessing for your participation, and I look forward to working with 

you next year! Wishing everyone a blessed Christmas and joyous New Year. 

Musically,  

Ken Godwin   
 

JANUARY PREACHING SCHEDULE 

January 6  Epiphany: The arrival of the Magi 
January 13  Rev. Dr. Shelly Barrick Parsons preaching 

January 20  A celebration and remembrance of the ministry of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

January 27  Preparation Time: Reflecting the lost years of Jesus 

 

ATTENTION PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  

Presbyterian Women will meet at noon on Monday, January 7, in room 3. Karen Cassidy will present Lesson 

4 from the study book. Please bring a bag lunch and join the group for fellowship and Bible study. Everyone is 

welcome to attend. 

 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS—JANUARY 13 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! If you are not a member and are interested in learning more about 

the church, please join us for a New Members Class after worship on January 13. During this class,     

Pastor Zac, committee members, and Session members will discuss the church’s history, why it exists, and 

what it hopes to achieve. We will answer questions you may have, such as: 

What is Presbyterian Church (USA)? 

Who runs the church? 

How does First Presbyterian Church improve the community? 

How do I join? 

You will also have the opportunity to ask questions and discuss your faith journey. Lunch will be provided. 

Please contact Pastor Zac or Justin Weber (onlyjus@gmail.com, 301-502-5314) if you are interested in     

attending or have questions. 

 

BIBLE & BURRITOS AND PASTOR’S BIBLE WORKSHOP RESUMES 

Bible & Burritos will resume weekly meetings at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 15, at Black Bear Burritos 

(Evansdale). Pastor’s Bible Workshop will also resume the same day at 11:00 a.m., in room 3. Join us as we 

explore the Bible. Bring your questions and an open mind. All ages welcome. 
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FIRST PRES FAMILY FUN NIGHT 

The Nurture & Learning Committee is planning a series of monthly Family Fun Nights. The first Family Fun 

Night will be a movie night held in the church gym on Wednesday, January 16. Come early and enjoy 

some pizza from 5:00 p.m.—6:00 pm, and settle in for an all-ages movie beginning at 6:00 pm. Bring the 

whole family and feel free to bring friends along. 

 

SERVICE OF ORDINATION FOR AMANDA KATHRYN HILL 

Sunday, January 20, 2019, 3:00 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 

Come and celebrate the ordination of Amanda Hill as a Minister of Word Sacrament in the Presbyterian 

Church (USA). Amanda currently serves as a chaplain at WVU Ruby Memorial Hospital and has been       

certified for ordination by the Presbytery of West Virginia as of December 12. The service is hosted by the 

Presbytery of West Virginia and is open to the public. Let’s celebrate God’s call on the life and work of 
Amanda together. 

 

FAITH JOURNEY: A CONFIRMATION CLASS 

Beginning this February: Do you have a child who hasn’t had the opportunity to participate in confirmation 

class? We are currently creating an opportunity for the youth of our church to learn more about the     

Christian faith and Presbyterian Church, and develop their own faith. Pastor Zac will lead a confirmation class 

entitled “Faith Journey.” The class will run from February to April, with the exact schedule TBD. Meetings 

will be held in various locations, bi-weekly, and will be open to any youth (7th grade and up) who would like 

to participate. It will not be a traditional class, but will use various “experiences” to open conversation about 

faith and life - such as art, wood-working, interfaith interactions, and hiking. 

As a reminder, the goal of confirmation class is to join the church, but if a participant is not ready to join at 

the end of the class for any reason, membership is not required. Please sign up or ask any questions by    

contacting Pastor Zac (pastorzm@gmail.com or 304-299-2127). 

 

PARENTS’ DAY OUT 

In our ongoing effort to reach out to the community, PCDC will host a Parents’ Day Out event. On         

Saturday, February 2, kids ages 2-10 will be able to come to the church for games, crafts, and lunch while 

their parents will have the opportunity to take a well-deserved break. For this first Parents’ Day Out, we will 

host only PCDC families. However, we look forward to opening subsequent events to FPC and community 

families in the near future. If you are interested in volunteering, please feel free to contact Nikki Hoffman 

(304-288-8875) or Sharon Portaro (304-292-2194). 

 

FPC’S BREEZE ACCOUNT 

As you may know, our church directory is available online through Breeze. If you haven’t already set up your 

account, please contact Johnetta or Kim at the office. They will be glad to send you an email containing a link 

to the website (https://fpcmorgantown.breezechms.com/login) and instructions for setting up a new account. 

It’s free and easy to use. 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

SESSION 

John Bolt, David Burtner, Harold Forbes, Donna Gerber, Gertraud Irwin, Beth Madison, Barry McMillan,   

Lee Mullett, Chet Parsons, Cathy Samuel, Justin Weber, Lucas Tatham (Clerk of Session) 

 

DEACONS 
Jan Benders, Karen Cassidy, Debbie Chase, Brenda Ely, Sarah English, John Garlow, Deborah Harris,       

Scott Lyon, Chris McClelland, Bonnie McMillan, Carole Mooney, Ann Warren, Donna Weems, Judy Werner,     

Diane Williams  

 

STAFF 
Rev. Zac Morton, Pastor                                                  Pastorzm@gmail.com 

Johnetta Velickoff, Bookkeeper & Administrative Assistant      FPCMorgantown@gmail.com 

Sharon Portaro, PCDC Director                                      PresbyterianCDC@gmail.com  

Ken Godwin, Music Director                                      Overture456@aol.com  

Kimberly Chaffee, Secretary                                      PresbyMorgantown@gmail.com  

Reggie Underwood, Custodian, Sunday Sexton 

Janine Arnold & Teanna Branch, Nursery Attendants 

 

CONTACT US 
First Presbyterian Church  

456 Spruce St.  

Morgantown, WV 26505 
(304) 296-8236 

www.firstpresmorgantown.org  

Pastor’s Dedicated Phone: (304) 299-2127 

Office Hours: 

Mon-Fri  8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

 

 

01 Justin Weber 

03 Rosemary Fitzgerald 

04 Kevin Larkin 

05 Stephanie Burtner 

06 Louise Shahan 

07 Chuck Mullett 

08 Paul Atkins 

10 Jacob Mullett 

10 Owen Zeiders 

12 Patrick Ryan 

12 Glenn Taylor 

13 Lorna Phillips   

14 Mary Heironimus 

14 Ruth Donaldson 

15 Debbie Chase 

16 Scarlet Mebane 

18 Ray Patterson 

19 Suzanne Glock 

21 Cara Zundell 

21 Chris Mullett 

24 Rocco LaSala 

24 Kristen Solorio 

28 John Garlow 

29 Leah Klinke 

31 Shirley Schreiber 
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