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The Good News 
F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

CREATE SOME SABBATH 
 

With summer upon us, many of us will have the opportunity to travel, take a vacation, or find some time 

away from normal routines and responsibilities. There are few things more important for us to practice than 

Sabbath. The concept of Sabbath comes from Genesis 1, where God takes a Sabbath after creating the     

universe. We are commanded to emulate this rhythm of work and rest in our own lives. 

In our modern culture, most of us are pretty awful at really taking a Sabbath. We don’t allow ourselves the 

proper time that our bodies, minds, and spirits need to fully rest and re-energize. Often, we feel the need to 

see or accomplish so much on travels or vacations that we return more exhausted than when we left! We 

have to conclude, then, that vacation does not always equal Sabbath. 

What is Sabbath? Sabbath is truly resting, calling a timeout, refusing to allow ourselves to give in to what we 

think are constant demands that society places upon us. Sabbath is about embracing the fact that the world 

goes on without our toil - which for some can be a scary thing! As Eugene Paterson put it, “Sabbath is that 

uncluttered time and space in which we can distance ourselves from our own activities enough to see what 
God is doing.” When we find ourselves in a moment where it is difficult to see what God is doing, it is often 

a good moment for us to find an opportunity to slow down and find some time for rest and Sabbath.  

I myself am grateful to have the opportunity for some Sabbath time. I am traveling to Colorado and New 

Mexico from June 2 to 15. It is a trip that my Seminary roommate and I have talked about taking for over 8 

years, and are finally able to make it happen. We will be visiting Black Canyon National Park, Mesa Verde   

National Park, Great Sand Dunes National Park, and The Monastery of Christ in the desert in northern New 

Mexico. During this time, I am intentionally taking a break from my normal routine, and will be largely       

unavailable due to a lack of cell phone reception in these areas.  

I know that I need to take time like this in order to rejuvenate my spirit and reconnect with God in wild 

places. I find that my spirit is sustained and strengthened whenever I create time to disconnect from routine 

demands and reconnect with the simple presence of God. 

My challenge to you this summer is to create Sabbath for yourself. Find a way to truly take a break, to truly 

rest, to truly reconnect with God in a moment in time that is not dominated by other needs and pressures. 

Sabbath is a kind of healing and embracing the sacredness of life that we all need more of. God bless, and 

have a wonderful summer! Prayers for safe journeys for all who are traveling. 

 

Peace, 

Zac 

 

PREACHING SCHEDULE 

June 2 A Church with Integrity   Rev. Zac Morton 

June 9 Pentecost   Chris Mullett 

June 16 Lectionary   John Bolt 

June 23 Jesus by the Shore: Calling Disciples   Rev. Zac Morton 

June 30 Jesus by the Shore: Baptized in the Jordan   Rev. Zac Morton 

June 2019 



REV. ZAC TRAVELING JUNE 2-16 

Please note that Rev. Zac will be out of town on a trip to Colorado and New Mexico June 2-16. He will be 

largely out of contact, but the pastor phone will still be available. Rev. Amanda Hill will be monitoring the 

pastor phone, so if you are in need of emergency pastoral care, please contact her at (304) 299-2127. 

 

ATTENTION PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  

Presbyterian Women will meet at 12:00 p.m. on Monday, June 3, in Room 3. Please bring a bag lunch and join 

the group for fellowship and Bible study. Everyone is welcome to attend.  

  

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC—SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 5:00 P.M.  

Be sure to mark your calendar for an afternoon of fun at the annual church picnic at Dorsey’s Knob Park  

pavilion. Deacons will provide drinks, hot dogs, hamburgers, veggie burgers, buns, condiments, and table    
set-up. Church members are asked to bring a dish to share and serving utensil if needed. We especially want 

to invite all new members to join us. Hope to see you there!  

 

TOILETRIES NEEDED 

Mission Committee is collecting travel-size personal care products for our community breakfast guests and 

other community members. Summer traveling season has begun, and whenever you are staying in a hotel or 

motel, remember to bring back any of the extra small soaps, shampoos, conditioners, and lotions provided  

to you as a guest. Bring them to church and put them in the white crate in the parlor (on the left of the    

entrance to the sanctuary). Thank you for your thoughtfulness.  

 

FAREWELL CELEBRATION FOR REV. DR. SHELLY BARRICK PARSONS 

Join the Westminster Foundation and Presbytery of West Virginia to celebrate the ministry of Rev. Dr. 

Shelly Barrick Parsons with Presbyterian Student Fellowship and the Morgantown community. The           

celebration will take place on Wednesday, June 12, from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m., at the Campus Ministry Center 

(293 Willey Street). 

  

THANK YOU! 

A great big thank you to everyone who worked hard to help us prepare for the Presbytery meeting! We’re 

grateful for the many individuals who put in a lot of time and effort into planning, hospitality, coordination, 

and sprucing up the building and grounds. The Presbytery meeting went exceedingly well, and we received a 

lot of feedback complimenting our church on the hospitality and welcome that members of the Presbytery 

received. Thank you all for working together to make the Presbytery meeting a great success. 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS COMPLETE 

Congratulations to the following youth who have completed confirmation class: 

Patrick Ryan 

Kyle Patterson 

Norah Copenhaver 

Trey Smith-Tatham 

Harrison Parsons 

Dake LaSala 



PENTECOST OFFERING  

The Pentecost Offering, one of four special PC(USA) offerings, supports young people in Christ to nurture 

the faith of the next generation. Sixty percent of your contributions support a variety of ministries on the 

national level, such as the Young Adult Volunteer Program, 5-day Presbyterian Youth Triennium, and        

numerous programs to assist at-risk children. Forty percent of your contributions stay local. This year,     

Mission Committee has designated the Presbyterian Child Development Center to benefit from the local  

allotment. Envelopes will be provided in the pews during June. (Please make checks payable to FPC with 

“Pentecost Offering” on the memo line.) If we all give a little, it adds up to a lot for this very special offering.  

 

MISSION SURVEY 

The Mission Committee seeks your input! Our goal for the next three years is for every member to engage 

actively in community mission work with our church.  In order to achieve this goal, we need to create new 

opportunities that will engage everyone. The survey will help Mission Committee focus on mission projects 
that are of greatest interest to the congregation. A copy has been provided in this edition of the Good 

News. Alternatively, you can fill the survey out online by visiting https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LX39QFS. 

Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration of what God is calling us as a church to do together in 

outreach to our community.  

 

ATTENTION TRAVELERS - ARTWORK OPPORTUNITY! 

We are creating some art for the new entryway and would like to incorporate crosses from around the 

world based on the places where our members and friends travel. If you are traveling this summer, please 

bring back a cross with you and drop it off at the church office so we can begin creating this unique artwork 

that will represent our community. 

 

 

PRAYER PLACE AND PRAYER LIST 

A Prayer Place is available in the back of the sanctuary for anyone to write and share prayer requests. Public 

prayer requests will be used during the prayer request time during worship and will also be used to create a 

weekly prayer list that will be distributed to church members and friends. Private prayer requests will be 

shared only with the pastor and a small prayer team. You can also submit prayer requests by e-mailing Pastor 

Zac at pastorzm@gmail.com. 

 

ALERT - SCAM TEXTING 

Please be alerted that many people in our congregation and all over our state have received scam texts from 

individuals posing as pastors.  

The scam sends a text saying they need you to purchase a gift card for the pastor right away, usually for the 

benefit of a sick parishioner or charity. The texter then proceeds to try and get the gift card numbers from 

you upon purchasing, saying they aren’t able to meet you. 

Please do not purchase any gift cards or send money in any form to any suspicious numbers (even with local 
area codes) claiming to be a pastor. Gift cards are difficult to return once you’ve purchased them. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LX39QFS


PARLOR REFRESH UPDATE 

The Parlor Refresh is officially underway! You will notice improvements begin to ramp up over the months 

of June and July. Lee Mullett, Debbie Palmer, and the Property Committee are working together to make 

these much needed improvements to our entryway and parlor. These improvements will help us make a 

much better first impression on our first-time visitors.  

Parlor Refresh Schedule: 

 Completed:  New lighting (with more to come) 

 June 3—14: New flooring will be installed 

 Mid-July:  New paint in parlor and entryway 

 July:  Entryway improvements and artwork 

Our goal is to have the Parlor Refresh completed by mid-August, in time for the return to school and regular 

routines. 

You can donate to the Parlor Refresh in the same way you normally make a gift to the church. Just be sure 

to make note of the “Parlor Refresh” on your giving statement, memo line, or in the comments/notations 
when giving online. 

 

 
 



JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

SESSION 
John Bolt, David Burtner, Harold Forbes, Donna Gerber, Gertraud Irwin, Beth Madison, Barry McMillan,   
Lee Mullett, Chet Parsons, Cathy Samuel, Justin Weber, Lucas Tatham (Clerk of Session) 

 

DEACONS 
Jan Benders, Karen Cassidy, Debbie Chase, Brenda Ely, Sarah English, John Garlow, Deborah Harris,       

Scott Lyon, Chris McClelland, Bonnie McMillan, Carole Mooney, Ann Warren, Donna Weems, Judy Werner,     

Diane Williams  

 

STAFF 
Rev. Zac Morton, Pastor                                                  Pastorzm@gmail.com 

Johnetta Velickoff, Bookkeeper & Administrative Assistant      FPCMorgantown@gmail.com 

Sharon Portaro, PCDC Director                                      PresbyterianCDC@gmail.com  

Ken Godwin, Music Director                                      Overture456@aol.com  

Kimberly Chaffee, Secretary                                      PresbyMorgantown@gmail.com  

Youngju Lee, Accompanist/Organist 

Reggie Underwood, Custodian, Sunday Sexton 

Janine Arnold & Teanna Branch, Nursery Attendants 

 

CONTACT US 
First Presbyterian Church  

456 Spruce St.  

Morgantown, WV 26505 

(304) 296-8236 

www.firstpresmorgantown.org  

Pastor’s Dedicated Phone: (304) 299-2127 

Office Hours: 

Mon-Fri  8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

 

 

01  Eve Faulkes  

01  Donna Weems 

02  Lisa Burtner  

03  Mary Forbes  

06  Robert Shumaker 

08  Lily Weber  

10  Patricia Benson 

10  Mary Jane Hamilton 

11  Charles Robison 

18  Emme Fragale  

18  Jessie Hoffman  

18  Debby McConnell 

19  Sarah Ogle  

19  Wyatt Zuercher-Kirby 

20  Cathy Russell  

21  Brenda Ely  

21  Karin Patterson  

21  Deanie Van Camp 

25  Linda Hagerty  

26  Eva Cicci  

26  Chris McClelland 

27  Tizzie Curry  

27  Max Kemp-Rye  

28  John Warren 

29  David Allen  

29  Conor Leydon  
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