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August 2 018  

 

The Good News 
F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

LOVE AND CHURCH—ACCORDING TO HOWARD THURMAN 

Greetings Friends, 

February is Black History month in our country, so I’d like to take the opportunity to highlight one of my  

favorite Black theologians - Howard Thurman. Howard Thurman was an African-American author,           

theologian, and civil rights leader who was also an accomplished academic, serving as Dean of the Chapel at 

Boston University from 1953-1965. His life and work influenced Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. a great deal. 

I want to highlight a passage from his famous book, Jesus and the Disinherited, page 79: “The religion of Jesus 

places the love-ethic central…Once the neighbor is defined and God commands us to love our neighbor, 

then one’s moral obligation becomes clear. In a memorable story Jesus defined the neighbor by telling of the 

good Samaritan. With sure artistry and great power he depicted what happens when a person responds   

directly to human need across barriers of class, race, and condition. Every person is every other person’s 

neighbor. Neighborliness is non spatial, it is qualitative. A person must love their neighbor directly, clearly, 

permitting no barriers between them. This was not an easy option for Jesus to take within his own         

community.”            

Thurman goes on to remind us that the calling of the church is to be the space where neighborliness is         

expressed in barrier-less community. He then goes on to point out how often churches become places 

where barriers are reinforced or even created - and at this point a church ceases to be what God has called 

it to be. May we hear this important lesson and continue to strive to seek to be a place that strives for a  

barrier-less kind of community founded upon the love and hospitality of Christ. 

If you happen to be a white person, then I also encourage you, during this month where black history is     

celebrated, to make a conscious effort to expand your circle of listening and learning to include more voices 

from persons of color, and especially those voices within the black church in America. 

Follow African-American leaders on Twitter and social media, grab some books by African-American authors 

- maybe even try out a branch of theology and Biblical hermeneutics called Womanist theology. Attend a  

local NAACP meeting or find a podcast that highlights the African-American experience. A few suggestions 

of authors and public theologians to consider: 

Rev. Billy Michael Honor 

Rev. Jacqui Lewis 

Rev. Wil Gafney (author of Womanist Midrash) 

Maya Angelou 

Rev. Broderick Greer 

Rev. Raphael Warnock (Ebenezer Baptist Church, Atlanta) 

Professor Anthea Butler 

LeCrae (popular Rap Artist with a heavy faith influence) 

Rev. Otis Moss III 

Rev. William Barber II 

Bishop Yvette Flunder 

 

Have a wonderful February, friends! Peace, 

Zac 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR PSF WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNERS 

Campus Ministry student interns continue faith programming throughout the ongoing search for a new    

campus minister. There is so much to be thankful for, and this is cause for celebration. Let us support their 

efforts by providing the ~15 students who attend the Wednesday night fellowship program with a hot meal. 

The updated Campus Ministry Center has a full kitchen, so if it is more convenient, you can deliver the meals 

earlier in the week with reheating instructions. You can sign up to deliver a meal by calling the FPC office at 

304-296-8236. For more information, call Donna Weems at 304-599-2867.  

 

YOU CAN HELP SERVE HOME COMMUNION 

Would you like to get more involved in the ministry of care at FPC? We are looking for additional folks 

to serve home communion to members of our congregation who cannot attend worship. Servers would go 

in pairs. The only requirement is that at least one of the pair has been ordained at some point as a deacon or 

elder. Home communion happens once per month, and we rotate servers.  Feel free to sign up singly or as a 
pair.  Please contact Donna Gerber or Jane LaBarbara if you have any questions. 

 

SESSION REPORT 

During its regular, monthly stated meeting, the session of First Presbyterian Church of Morgantown received 

updates on the budget performance for 2019 and plans for 2020. The church finished 2019 with a 29-cent 

surplus, despite having begun the year with a budget that included about a $15,000 deficit. 

The budget for 2020 is still in preparation, but will likely include another deficit of about the same amount. A 

small number of pledges remain outstanding. More detail was available at the annual congregation meeting on 

January 26. 

Session also unanimously approved a statement in support of the Fairness Act planned for consideration in 

the current session of the West Virginia Legislature. It will be shared with lawmakers, allies, and others. (The 

statement can be found on the following page.) 

In other business: 

• Received a letter of thanks from Davis & Elkins College for the congregation’s invitation and welcoming 

to lead worship last November; a certificate of recognition from the Synod of The Trinity for the       

congregation’s initiatives that are in line with the PC(USA)’s Matthew 25 emphasis. 

• Approved the Adult Sunday School class study of Broken, We Kneel by Diana Butler Bass. 

• Received an update on success of Clued Up, the Sunday morning education program for children and 

others as well as a desire for new volunteers to help lead. 

• Received the information that plans continue for the repaving/restriping of the main parking lot, sanding 

and refinishing the gym floor, and purchase of pet stations for the property. 

• Noted need to create training and to recruit elders to serve home communion. 

• Heard about plans to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Presbyterian Child Development Center on 

Friday, May 1 and in worship on May 3. 

• Received news that the next new member class will be on February 2.  

• Approved participation of the LGBTQ+ Task Force’s participation in the West Virginia University   

Women’s Basketball Program’s iBelong diversity event on February 22. 

• Received a prioritized list of facility improvements needed as identified by the security review team. 
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PREACHING SCHEDULE 

February 2 The Bible: Who? What? When? Why? How?  What is the Bible?  

February 9 The Bible: Who? What? When? Why? How?  When Was the Bible Written?  

February 16 The Bible: Who? What? When? Why? How?  Why is the Bible Still Important?  

February 23 The Bible: Who? What? When? Why? How?  How Can We Use the Bible Well Today? 

 

NEW SERMON SERIES CONTINUES THROUGH FEBRUARY 

We have begun a new series called The Bible: Who? What? When? Why? How? Even though we use the  

Bible a lot these days, there is still much that some of us don’t know. Learning what the Bible is, how to use 

and read it well, and the best ways to apply it to modern issues is a constant process. In this series, we will 

explore these five simple questions around the Bible: 

• Who wrote the Bible? 

• What exactly is the Bible and what does it contain? 
• When was the Bible written and why does that matter? 

• Why is the Bible still relevant? 

• How should we use and read the Bible? 

 

EMPTY BOWLS PAINTING PARTY 

We are hosting an Empty Bowls painting party at The Wow Factory in Star City on Saturday, February 1, 

from 4-6:00 p.m. We will paint and decorate bowls that will be a part of the Empty Bowls Monongalia      

fundraiser benefitting food insecure persons in our county. Cost is $8. 

 

NEW MEMBER CLASS 

If you are interested in joining First Presbyterian Church or would just like to learn more about the church, 

then join us for a New Member Class after worship on Sunday, February 2, in Room 3. Lunch will be       

provided. The class should last until about 1:45 p.m. 

 

PROGRESSIVE FAITH MOMS GROUP 

A group of moms in our church is starting a social and faith formation group of mothers who would like to 

connect with one another and think about how to raise children well from a progressive faith perspective. 

The group is open to all moms, including families with two moms! The first meeting will be Wednesday,    

February 5, at 6:00 p.m. in the gym. You are welcome to bring the kids along. 

 

CHURCH SKI DAY 

We are organizing a church ski day to Hidden Valley Ski Resort on Saturday, February 8. A church-wide trip 

gives us discounted lift tickets, rentals, and the opportunity to sign up for a beginner’s group lesson. All ages 

are welcome. Lift hours are 9:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m. Sign up on the church website, or by e-mailing                

pastorzm@gmail.com. Prices are as follows: 

Lift Ticket- $46       
Equipment Rental (Ski or Snowboard)- $28 

Lesson- $22 
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BIBLE & BURRITOS AND BIBLE WORKSHOP 

Our Tuesday Bible studies, Bible & Burritos (7:00 p.m., private dining room at Black Bear, Evansdale) and  

Bible Workshop (11:00 a.m. in Room 3) have begun again for the spring! Our topic for February is Rabbi  

Jesus: Exploring Jesus in his First Century Jewish Context. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY—FEBRUARY 26 

The season of Lent begins with an Ash Wednesday service on February 26 at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. This 

is a special service that includes the imposition of ashes as a call to reflect upon our mortality and connection 

to the earth. 

 

EMPTY BOWLS SOUP AND BREAD LUNCHEON 

Empty Bowls Monongalia is preparing to celebrate its annual soup and bread luncheon to combat local     
hunger. This year’s event will be held on Saturday, February 29, at Mylan Park, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

The basic premise of an Empty Bowls event is simple: At the luncheon, guests enjoy a choice of hot soup, 

bread, homemade cookies, and they also have the pleasure of greeting many friends from the community. 

Guests can select a ceramic soup bowl crafted by WVU students, local potters, community members, and 

area school children. The bowl can be taken home to be used as a reminder of the meal’s purpose to fight 

hunger.   

Since the first Empty Bowls luncheon in the First Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall, Empty Bowls         

Monongalia has grown into a community-wide effort aimed at helping the hungry and educating the public. 

The proceeds raised last year by Empty Bowls Monongalia provided support to feeding programs, food    

pantries, and backpack programs in Monongalia County. 

Tickets for the luncheon are $20. Children 12 and under eat for free, but do not receive a handmade       

ceramic bowl. (Children’s tickets are $10 if they wish to receive a bowl.) Tickets for the luncheon will be 

sold in the parlor each Sunday in February. Just look for the table under the Empty Bowls sign. Sign-up sheets 

will be available at the table to volunteer to bake cookies. Contact Ellen Trovato (304-826-7409) for more 

information. Thank you for your part in alleviating hunger in Monongalia County. We look forward to seeing 

you at Mylan Park on February 29. 

 

LENT CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER PRACTICES 

A contemplative prayer practice will be offered every Tuesday during Lent, at 5:30 p.m., in the sanctuary. 

These practices will also be recorded on the church Facebook page via Facebook Live. Please join us in     

person or online to help you find some stillness and quiet prayer during the Lenten season. Practices begin 

Tuesday, March 3. 

 

GREATER MORGANTOWN INTERFAITH ASSOCIATION COMMUNITY 

MEAL 

GMIA is hosting a community meal on Sunday, March 8, at 4:30 p.m. at Spruce St. United Methodist Church. 

All community members are invited as we celebrate the Morgantown interfaith and downtown communities. 

Please bring a side or dessert to share if you are able! 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

SESSION 
John Bolt (Clerk of Session), David Burtner, Donna Gerber, Noel Hoffman, Gertraud Irwin, Beth Madison, 

Barry McMillan, Lee Mullett, Cathy Samuel, Susan Shumaker, Lucas Tatham, Justin Weber  

 

DEACONS 
Jan Benders, Karen Cassidy, Brenda Ely, John Garlow, Cynthia Griffin, Deborah Harris, Nikki Hoffman, Sara 

Loughney, Chris McClelland, Diana Scott Beattie, Trey Smith-Tatham, Donna Weems, Diane Williams  

 

STAFF 
Rev. Zac Morton, Pastor       Pastorzm@gmail.com 

Johnetta Velickoff, Bookkeeper & Administrative Assistant      FPCMorgantown@gmail.com 

Sharon Portaro, PCDC Director      PresbyterianCDC@gmail.com  

Ken Godwin, Music Director      Overture456@aol.com  

Kimberly Chaffee, Secretary      PresbyMorgantown@gmail.com  

Youngju Lee, Accompanist/Organist 

Reggie Underwood, Custodian, Sunday Sexton 

Janine Arnold & Teanna Branch, Nursery Attendants 

 

CONTACT US 
First Presbyterian Church  

456 Spruce St.  

Morgantown, WV 26505 

(304) 296-8236 

www.firstpresmorgantown.org  

Pastor’s Dedicated Phone: (304) 299-2127 

Office Hours: 

Mon-Fri  8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

01 Kathy Fisher 

02 Thomas Taylor 

03 Sabrina Burtner 

04 Phillip Cooke 

04 Heather Richardson 

06 William Weems 

06 Hannah Zeiders 

07 George Lilley 

07 Carole Mooney 

08 Maeve Leyden 

10 Robert Cochrane 

11  Chris Moats 

11 Leslie Moats 

12 Amelia Haddox 

15 Lucas Trovato 

16 Judd Talbott 

17 Christopher Dionne 

17 Cynthia Griffin 

17 Susan Robison 

19 Sara Loughney 

21 Evelyn Perdue 

22 Zac Morton 

22 Ellen Trovato 

27 Beth Madison 
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