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August 2 018  

 

The Good News 
F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

SEARCHING FOR SOMEDAY 

There is a great passage from Anne Sexton’s poem entitled “Protestant Easter.” It goes like this: 

  Jesus was on that cross. 

  After that they pounded nails into his hands. 

  After that, well, after that, 

  everyone wore hats… 

This is a provocative turn of phrase that really highlights some of the glaring gaps in the whole church thing. 

Some days, it seems to me like we’ve taken a revolutionary, incendiary message of non-violence that directly 

confronted the forces of power and injustice in the world that Jesus carried and died for and turned it into a 

tame, safe, hyper-spiritualized message that will behave more like a cute and cuddly pet that crawls into the 

kennel for the night. You might call it a domesticated gospel. 

Well, this Advent season I hope that we can work together to recover some of the true depth and wildness 

of the message Christ not only carried, but embodied. In order to do that, I want to invite us to explore the 

longing in us. 

I’m pretty sure that people can sense when things in life aren’t quite right - especially in church. When we 

really learn to trust our gut reaction, the Holy Spirit starts stirring us up, and we might feel unsettled. This 

usually happens when we get too comfortable or too convinced of our own correctness. The deeper we 

walk into the unsettled parts of ourselves, the more we will encounter a feeling of longing - longing for   

something better; a faith that is wider, deeper, and more engaged in the world. 

Advent is a season for longing and anticipating. It’s about craving the arrival of something new, something 

better. So this Advent, we will explore this longing and how it operates and guides our faith experience. We 

will do this with a new sermon series called “Searching for Someday,” and I hope it will be a blessing to us as 

we build the anticipation towards Christmas this year! 

Also, if you think this title sounds familiar, it is inspired by the wonderful book, Searching for Sunday, by the 

late Rachel Held Evans. I highly recommend that book if you are feeling this theme! 

I am looking forward to a wonderful month of December with you all! God Bless! 

 

Peace, 

Zac 

 
PREACHING SCHEDULE 

December 1 1st Sunday of Advent, Searching for Someday: Change Rev. Zac Morton 

December 8 2nd Sunday of Advent, Searching for Someday: Companionship Rev. Zac Morton 

December 15 3rd Sunday of Advent, Christmas Pageant & Cantata  

December 22 4th Sunday of Advent, Searching for Someday: Tomorrow Rev. Zac Morton 

December 29 Unplugged Sunday Rev. Zac Morton 

December 2019 
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ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE: 

Tuesday, December 3  5:30 p.m.  PCDC Christmas Dinner 

Sunday, December 8  11:00 a.m.  Second Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, December 8  4:30 p.m.  Greater Morgantown Interfaith Association Community Meal 

   (Spruce St. UMC) 

Saturday, December 14  9:00 a.m.  Presbyterian Women Cookies ‘N More Sale 

Sunday, December 15  11:00 a.m.  Third Sunday of Advent, Annual Christmas Pageant & Cantata 

Sunday, December 15  6:00 p.m.  MACGlee Christmas Concert 

Wednesday, December 18   6:30 p.m.  Blue Christmas Service 

Sunday, December 22  11:00 a.m.  Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, December 22   2:00 p.m.  Christmas Caroling for Church Shut-ins 

Tuesday, December 24   5:00 p.m.  Family Christmas Eve Service 

Tuesday, December 24   9:00 p.m.  Candlelight Communion Christmas Eve Service 

Sunday, December 29  11:00 a.m.  Unplugged Sunday Service - Hymn Sing 
Sunday, January 5   11:00 a.m.  Epiphany Sunday 

 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
Wednesday, December 18, 6:30 p.m. 

This year, we will hold a Blue Christmas service in our sanctuary with Spruce St. United Methodist Church. 

What is a Blue Christmas service? The holidays are a particularly difficult time of year for those who have 

recently lost a loved one. This service is designed to help people embrace their grief and honor the memory 

of their loved one. The service will be approximately 45 minutes and will use prayer, music, scripture, spoken 

word, and interactive stations to help participants process their experience of grief and loss. 

 

CHURCH GARDEN 

THANK YOU to everyone who helped make the garden a success this year! The 2019 growing season is 

over, and we are now making plans to expand the garden in 2020. Please look for updates in the new year. 

This year, our garden yielded: 

• Tomatoes 288 lbs. 

• Pepper 58 lbs. 

• Rainbow Chard 63 bunches 

• Cabbage 36 lbs. 

• Squash 64 lbs. 

• Green Beans 88 servings 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN UPCOMING CALENDAR 

Mark your calendars for upcoming events. Regular meetings include Bible study, planning projects and       

activities, and fellowship. Prior to each event or meeting, a detailed announcement is placed in the Sunday 

bulletin.  

• December Meeting: The usual “bag lunch” meeting will be held at noon on Monday, December 2, in 

Room 3.  
• Cookies ’N More Sale: Friday, December 13, will be set-up day; Saturday, December 14, will be the 

sale. Further details can be found on pages 4 and 5. 
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STUDENT EXAM PACKS 

One of FPC’s missions is to reach out to WVU students. Final exams are one of the most stressful times in a 

student’s educational journey. Every semester, the deacons assemble and deliver healthy snacks to nourish 

and support our Presbyterian Student Fellowship group and the students at the Harless Center during dead 

week before final exams. You can help by providing items for the snack packs. Please deposit individually 

wrapped, nutritious items such as dried soups, popcorn, crackers, nuts, dried fruits, assorted sweets, teas, 

hot chocolate packets, aspirin, juice boxes, and other useful items into the “Exam Pack” box in the parlor by 

Sunday, December 8. Thank you for your support of this important mission. Questions? Contact Donna 

Weems (donnaweems@rocketmail.com) 
 

ECUMENICAL GROUP 

All are invited to join an ecumenical group at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 11, in Room 1, to begin 

the study of "Painting the Stars." Together, we will use a video series exploring the divine yearning all        
creation carries that we call God. “Painting the Stars” considers an evolutionary model; an image that is not 

static; a dynamic yearning. The series invites participants into an awareness that we are not separate from 

the creativity that created us. For more information, contact George Lilley. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S ANNUAL 

COOKIES ‘N MORE SALE 
Saturday, December 14, 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall 

Proceeds from the cookie sale, treasure table, wreath sales, and bazaar items will go to PW’s mission fund 

that supports international concerns, community efforts, and church projects. You can help in the following 

ways: baking and buying cookies, donating gently used items to the treasure table, buying bazaar items, and 

helping set up and work the event. Sign-up sheets will be available in the parlor for bakers and volunteers. 

We will need workers to help set up on Friday, December 13, and workers for the day of the event. Please 

join Presbyterian Women in support of its many projects. 

 

ADVENT CANTATA 

Save the date for the Advent Cantata during worship on Sunday, December 15. Please see Ken Godwin 

about joining the choir for this event! We will also be looking for youth and children to be members of the 

cast and narrators soon.  

 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING—SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 

Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the     

wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. We also pause during this time to share our own gifts with the 

leaders of our church through the Christmas Joy Offering. God has blessed the Church with incredible    

leadership in every time and place but those leaders often need to be supported by their communities, as 

well. The Christmas Joy Offering addresses the support needed by some of our leaders, including supporting 

leadership development for communities of color and providing support for Presbyterian church workers in 

their time of need. Your gift to the Christmas Joy Offering makes a difference to students and church     
workers in need and helps them find hope, and perhaps a better future. Thank you for your gift to the 

Christmas Joy Offering.  
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HELP DECORATE BEV’S MITTEN TREE 

Every year, our church family decorates a mitten tree, and the donated items are distributed to PCDC, our 

pancake breakfast guests, The Shack, St. Ursula’s, and several elementary schools. One of the most           

enthusiastic contributors to the mitten tree project was Bev Shumaker, who always enjoyed finding the    

cutest hats, scarves, and mittens to place on the tree. Appropriately, Bev’s maiden name was Mitten. What 

better way to honor Bev’s memory than to cover this year’s tree with colorful, warm, winter items? 

From December 1 through Epiphany, our church family will have the opportunity to decorate the bare 

Christmas tree in the parlor with mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, underwear, and socks in both children and 

adult sizes. In years past, we’ve even had some sweaters and winter coats donated. Adult sizes are always 

needed to share with our pancake breakfast guests. PCDC can also make use of diapers placed under the 

tree. We want to cover every branch of this tree to make it a  colorful decoration that demonstrates the 

love we share for our community. Last year, we collected 156 items that were distributed throughout the 

community. Thanks to the generosity of this church, many individuals in our community were able to stay 

warmer during the cold, wintry days.  

Celebrate this holiday season by sharing something with others. Each Sunday, bring a different item to       

decorate the tree. See how beautiful the tree can become when everyone brings something to provide some 

necessary warmth for others! This is an excellent project for parents to share with their children by talking 

about why you are purchasing these items and letting the kids help select items they would like to give. Let 

them hang the items on the tree when you bring them in. Together, we can honor Bev’s memory by        

participating in her special project. What a wonderful way to remember her at this time of year! 

 

YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING CAN HELP SUPPORT FPC 

Did you know that there are two ways you can support FPC just by doing your holiday shopping?  

• Amazon Smile: Amazon Smile is the same Amazon you know. The same products, same prices, and same 

service. When you start your shopping at https://smile.amazon.com/, Amazon will donate 0.5% of your 

eligible Amazon Smile purchases to the charitable organization of your choice, including First Presbyterian 

Church Morgantown!  

• Kroger Plus Community Rewards: Kroger Community Rewards makes fundraising easy by donating to 

local organizations based on the shopping you do every day. Once you link your card to an organization, 

all you have to do is shop at Kroger and swipe your Plus Card! Visit https://www.kroger.com/account/

enrollCommunityRewardsNow/ for more information.  

 

BIBLE & BURRITOS AND BIBLE WORKSHOP RESUMES IN JANUARY 

Our Tuesday Bible studies, Bible & Burritos (7:00 p.m. at Black Bear, Evansdale) and Bible Workshop (11:00 

a.m. in Room 3) have concluded for the fall and will resume on January 14. 

 

CHURCH SKI DAY 

We are organizing a church ski day to Hidden Valley Ski Resort on Saturday, February 8. A church-wide trip 

gives us discounted lift tickets, rentals, and the opportunity to sign up for a beginner’s group lesson. All ages 

are welcome. Lift hours are 9:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m. Sign up on the church website, or by e-mailing                

pastorzm@gmail.com. Prices are as follows: 
Lift Ticket- $46       

Equipment Rental (Ski or Snowboard)- $28 

Lesson- $22 

 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow/
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow/
mailto:pastorzm@gmail.com
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Sunday, December 22 

2:00—4:30 p.m. 

 

Meet at the church.  We will travel 

together to various locations  

in our community.  

 

All ages welcome! 

 

Hot cider and appetizers will be 

served upon returning to the 

church. 

You’re invited to an afternoon of 
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ADVENT BOOKS 

Worship committee has ordered Advent books to assist your family in preparing for the Christmas season. 

Take time to help find the true joy of Christmas. The books are in the parlor and the entry. 

 

MORE LIGHT PRESBYTERIANS 

Did you know that our church is now a More Light Presbyterian (MLP) Church? At its September meeting, 

Session, approved action to take the step to become such a designated church. So, what does this mean? 

Who are More Light Presbyterians? More Light Presbyterians,           

organized as a non-profit in 1992, declared there was “more light to 

shine forth on the scriptures” regarding the position of LGBTQ       

persons serving in leadership positions in the PC(USA). Its mission has 

always been to empower and equip individuals and congregations to live 

into their welcome for LGBTQIA+ people.  

More Light has developed interrelated programs to move               

congregations along a pathway towards full inclusion, improve ministry 

services for LGBTQIA+ individuals in need, and expand the faith-based 

movement opposing discriminatory legislation. Their programs help 

congregations and members build their capacity and develop new skills 

to deepen their welcome to LGBTQIA+ people within their churches 

and wider communities.  

MLP’s logo (above) reflects its mission and incorporates the communion elements of bread and wine, as well 

as rainbow colors evocative of stained glass church windows. These elements express the hospitality of 

Christ, and of the welcoming church movement, and the theology and practice of the open table. We are 

called together as many grains that form one bread. We share one cup.  

First Presbyterian Morgantown is the first church in the WV Presbytery and the second church in all of West 

Virginia to become More Light. By taking this step, we are making the statement that we love all without 

condition, just as God loves us without condition, and are committed to learning new ways to deepen our 

welcome.  

 

NEW ADDRESS 
Jean Humphreys has moved and welcomes cards, letters, and notes of encouragement. Please mail             

correspondence to Fitzwater's of Fairmont Private Care Facility, 219 Locust Ave, Fairmont, WV 26554. 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

01 Trellis Smith 

03 Cathy Samuel 

04 Catherine Moore 

08 Victoria Cooke 

08 Dana Grandon 

08 Rhowyn Saffel 

09 Taylor Cooke 

12 Rebecca Mebane 

13 Chris Martin  

14 Ann Warren 

15 Eli Taylor 

16 Darryl White 

18 Sam Leizear 

19 Zachary Carpenter 

19 Ann Conner 

19   Debora Palmer 

19 Judy Werner 

21 Bradley Gerber 

23 Linda Grandon 

23 Mike Velickoff 

24 Violet Mebane 

25 Joseph Evans 

27 Austin Fisher 

28 Zach Cooke 

28 Kelly Zundell 

30 David Hauser 

30 Rae Jean Sielen 
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SESSION REPORT 

Session gathered on November 17 for its regular meeting. The highlights of the meeting as follows: 

• Discussed and approved a request from Circle of Friends to use the church to feed downtown homeless 

population once per month. 

• Approved the baptism of Ray Bates and Calvin Dionne. 

• Reviewed the success of our community partnerships (Greater Morgantown Interfaith, PFLAG, Beer & 

Hymns, etc.). 

• Created a comprehensive list of 2020 volunteer opportunities to help new members and friends plug in 

to church ministries. 

• Approved new members Ray Bates, Molly Russell, and Seth Underwood. 

• Received the report from the Crisis Response Team and made recommendations on ways to improve 

our building security and crisis response preparedness. 

• Received the first disbursement from Paul Atkins’ estate. These monies will be placed into the             

endowment fund (per church policy) while we await the 2nd and 3rd disbursements and decide how to 
best utilize the funds. 

Next Meeting: Sunday, December 15, 4:00 p.m. (Room 1) 

 

SESSION 
John Bolt (Clerk of Session), David Burtner, Donna Gerber, Noel Hoffman, Gertraud Irwin, Beth Madison, 

Barry McMillan, Lee Mullett, Cathy Samuel, Susan Shumaker, Lucas Tatham, Justin Weber  

 

DEACONS 
Jan Benders, Karen Cassidy, Brenda Ely, John Garlow, Cynthia Griffin, Nikki Hoffman, Sara Loughney,     

Chris McClelland, Diana Scott Beattie, Trey Smith-Tatham, Donna Weems, Diane Williams  

 

STAFF 
Rev. Zac Morton, Pastor       Pastorzm@gmail.com 

Johnetta Velickoff, Bookkeeper & Administrative Assistant      FPCMorgantown@gmail.com 

Sharon Portaro, PCDC Director      PresbyterianCDC@gmail.com  

Ken Godwin, Music Director      Overture456@aol.com  

Kimberly Chaffee, Secretary      PresbyMorgantown@gmail.com  

Youngju Lee, Accompanist/Organist 

Reggie Underwood, Custodian, Sunday Sexton 

Janine Arnold & Teanna Branch, Nursery Attendants 

 

CONTACT US 
First Presbyterian Church  

456 Spruce St.  

Morgantown, WV 26505 

(304) 296-8236 

www.firstpresmorgantown.org  
Pastor’s Dedicated Phone: (304) 299-2127 

Office Hours: 

Mon-Fri  8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

mailto:Pastorzm@gmail.com
mailto:FPCMorgantown@gmail.com
mailto:PresbyterianCDC@gmail.com
mailto:Overture456@aol.com
mailto:PresbyMorgantown@gmail.com
http://www.firstpresmorgantown.org

