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The Good News 
F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

A NOTE FROM PASTOR ZAC 
 

Greetings Friends, 

Yes, the new year is already moving quickly. If you can’t believe it is already here, you are not alone! I want 

to invite us to have a special focus in February - let’s make this February Welcome Month. What does that 

mean? Our Sermon series for February is entitled, “Why We Welcome,” so take in the sermons each week!  

Here are five ways to make February Welcome Month: 

1. At some point before, during, or after the service, find somebody whom you don’t know or          

recognize, who is probably a visitor, and introduce yourself to them and tell them you are glad 

they’re here! If you are a socially hopeless introvert, then you can just simply smile and find someone 

who will go say hello with you - that way you don’t have to initiate the conversation. 

2. Invite someone you know to come to church and check it out. Or if a worship service isn’t their thing 

- how about Bible & Burritos? Or a Family Fun Night? The number one reason why people come to 

church or come back to church is simply because someone personally invited them. Just give it a shot! 
3. If you’re feeling really bold, invite them to join you for coffee or lunch after the service. Grab another 

member or two and make them come with you. Maybe you can even talk them into paying for your 

lunch! 

4. Take a moment each day and remind yourself that God has welcomed you with big, open, loving arms 

- and so the least we can do is welcome other people to our community the same way! 

I get it - A lot of people don’t go to church anymore, and many of them have good reasons why. On top of 

that, Sunday brunch is really delicious. So yeah, some people might say no when you invite them. But when 

someone does say yes and either comes to church for the first time, or comes back to church for the first 

time in a long time, it is a big deal, and we want to show people they really are welcome here, just as God 

welcomes them.  

I encourage you to do this not because we need to increase church membership or fill the pews, but because 

we have a unique and refreshing perspective on the Gospel and God’s love that we are called to share      

together, and it may just be, that many people who have been disillusioned with church can find a place that 

really helps them connect with God on a deeper level. Welcome is the first step that helps people connect. 

God Bless and let’s have a great Welcome Month! 

 

Peace, 

Zac 

 

February 2019 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 

Mission Committee members are most grateful for your generous response to various requests we made to 

you for monetary donations throughout 2018. Your contributions helped alleviate the suffering of those in 

need in our community and state, in our nation, and in the world.  

 

PARENTS’ DAY OUT 

In our ongoing effort to reach out to the community, PCDC will host a Parents’ Day Out event. On         

Saturday, February 2, kids ages 2-10 will be able to come to the church for games, crafts, and lunch while 

their parents will have the opportunity to take a well-deserved break. For this first Parents’ Day Out, we will 

host only PCDC families. However, we look forward to opening subsequent events to FPC and community 
families in the near future. If you are interested in volunteering, please feel free to contact Nikki Hoffman 

(304-288-8875) or Sharon Portaro (304-292-2194). 

 

ATTENTION PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  

Presbyterian Women will meet at noon on Monday, February 4, in room 3. We will be working on Lesson 5 

from the study book. Please bring a bag lunch and join the group for fellowship and Bible study. Everyone is 

welcome to attend. 

 

PREACHING SCHEDULE 

February 3 Why We Welcome: Refugees & Immigrants (Leviticus 19:33-34, Colossians 3:11-15) 

February 10  Why We Welcome: Persons Experiencing Poverty (Isaiah 58:3-8, Matthew 25:31-40) 

February 17 Why We Welcome: LGBTQ+ (Leviticus 19:19, Luke 7:1-10) 

February 24 Why We Welcome: God’s Creative Diversity (Isaiah 56:3-8, Mark 2:15-17) 

 

JOIN THE SUNDAY TECH TEAM! 

We now have the capability to record videos of our Sunday sermons, and we need volunteers to help us 

film. If you would like to be included on the Sunday Tech Team, please e-mail Jan Palmer at 

janpalmerwv@gmail.com. We will be happy to train and teach you - no previous experience necessary. 

Four Presbyterian (U.S.A.) Special Offerings:  

One Great Hour of Sharing $1109 

Pentecost  $593  (40% local share went to the Shack) 

Peace and Global Witness $686  (25% local share went to Appalachian Prison Book Project) 

Christmas Joy   $224 

Cents-Ability Collection $1173 (75% goes to PC (USA); 25% stays locally) 

Red Wagon Collection $729 (went to Rock Forge and Canyon food pantries along with our food 

collections) 

Alternative Gift Market  $1655  
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CONFIRMATION CLASS  

Confirmation Class is a group of youth who will meet regularly to dive deeper into discussion and learning 

about their faith and the Presbyterian/Christian tradition. This Spring, Pastor Zac will lead the class in       

discussion and immersive experiences to help participants gain a broader perspective on how faith affects 

real life. The goal of the class is for participant to be able to personally articulate faith for themselves and  

become a member of the church, though if a youth is not ready to join, it is not a requirement. There will 

be a Confirmation Class Informational Meeting on Sunday, Feb. 10 in Room 1, following worship. 

Please sign up for the class by e-mailing Pastor Zac (pastorzm@gmail.com) by February 10. 

The schedule for the class is as follows: 

February 15 (6:30 p.m.)  Church - Exploring your Spiritual Journey 

February 24 (10:00 a.m.)  Art Studio - The Bible as a Work of Art 

March 7 (6:30 p.m.)   Church - God is Like a Song w/ Chris Haddox 

March 17 (10:00 a.m.)   Lois Campbells’ Home - Exploring Sacraments through Food 

March 29 (6:00 p.m.)   Maundy Thursday Service (Help to lead worship) 
April 7 (10:00 a.m.)   Cooper’s Rock - Seeing God All Around Us 

April 19 (6:30 p.m.)   Church - Mission Project 

April 29 (12:30 p.m.)   Restaurant - Why Presbyterian? Introducing a Statement of Faith 

May 20  Presenting Statements of Faith to Session 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 
There will be a Memorial Service for late member Betty McCartney on Saturday, March 2, at the  

Village at Heritage Point. Time of service TBD. 

 

LENT 2019 

Lent begins this year with Ash Wednesday on Wednesday, March 6. Our theme will be Lent: The Practice of 

Prayer. We want to encourage each member to begin or enhance their current practices of prayer. We want 

to help you do that in the following ways: 

• Our sermon series will focus on prayer practices. 

• Every Tuesday evening (5:30 p.m.) during Lent, we will offer a short prayer practice in Room 3. This will 

also be broadcast via Facebook Live on the church’s Facebook page, so you can participate wherever you 

are. 

• We will have prayer journals with prayer prompts available for you to take home and use during Lent to 

help you engage and reflect on your prayer practice. 

Jesus reminded us that God’s house is a house of prayer for all people, and so we will do our best to embody 

a healthy of practice of prayer as a church during Lent! 

 

FPC’S BREEZE ACCOUNT 

As you may know, our church directory is available online through Breeze. It’s a free, convenient way to   

access the church directory, send emails to members, and view/edit your contact information. If you haven’t 

registered, please visit https://fpcmorgantown.breezechms.com/login and follow the instructions for setting 

up a new account. Our church code is FPCMorgantown.  
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PSF WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER VOLUNTEERS SPRING 2019 

First Presbyterian Church supports the Campus Ministry Program by providing dinners for their Wednesday 

night meetings. The students look forward to a meal and an evening program. Information about the dinners 

is provided below along with the dates that dinners are needed. If you are willing and able to provide a     

dinner, please volunteer by contacting the church office, Donna Weems (304-599-2867), or Debbie Chase 

(304-291-2588).  

• Dinner starts at 7 pm on Wednesdays at the Campus Ministry Center (293 Willey Street). 

• PSF has on site: drinks, utensils/plates/napkins, salad dressings, and basic condiments. 

• There is a full residential kitchen for cooking, reheating, and storage. 

• Food can be dropped off in advance with reheating or cooking instructions. Call 304-292-4061 to talk 

with Debra Blum about drop off. We are open M-F, 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

• Volunteers need to contact the campus ministry center by noon the day before (Tuesday) to confirm 

menu and drop off plans. 

• There is a nut allergy (pecan). Please put any nuts on the side rather than in a dish.   

• There is an egg allergy. If you cannot accommodate this, please let us know when you call. Shelly will 

work to provide items complementary to the meal that are egg free. 

• There are at least 15 adults every week of hearty appetite. Think adolescent appetites! 

• You are welcome to join us for dinner, too. 

Upcoming Dates: 

February 6   March 27 

February 13   April 3 

February 20  April 10  

February  27  April 17 

March 20 

 

NEW COMMUNICATION FORM FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We are excited to announce that the worship committee has approved a new form for announcements 

shared in the bulletin, Good News, E-news, website, and social media accounts. The goal of the form is to 

improve communication by streamlining the announcement process. On the form, you will be able to specify 

where you would like the announcement published, the length of time the announcement is to run, whether 
or not it is a recurring announcement, and a person for members and staff to contact if they have any    

questions or need additional information. Starting in February, the form will be available online and         

hardcopies will be kept at the church for your convenience. If you have any questions, please feel free to 

contact Kim at the church office (304-296-8236; presbymorgantown@gmail.com). 
 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

01 Kathy Fisher 

02 Thomas Taylor 

03 Sabrina Burtner 

04 Phillip Cooke 

04 Heather Richardson 

04 Nolan Tessmer-D’Andrilli 

06 William Weems 

06 Hannah Zeiders 

07 George Lilley 

07 Carole Mooney 

08 Maeve Leyden 

10 Robert Cochrane 

11  Chris Moats 

11 Leslie Moats 

12 Amelia Haddox 

15 Lucas Trovato 

16 Judd Talbott 

17 Cynthia Griffin 

17 Susan Robison 

22 Ellen Trovato 

27 Beth Madison 



A NOTE FROM REV. DR. SHELLY BARRICK PARSONS 
 

February 1, 2019 

 

Dear First Presbyterian Church, 

 

In 2003, we moved to Morgantown so I could begin ministry with the Westminster Foundation of West   

Virginia as Presbyterian Campus Pastor at West Virginia University. Chet left his job at the Goochland  

County Planning Commission to support the call we both heard to ministry at WVU. He came to           

Morgantown with the hope of finding a new job and did in the weeks after we moved.  We have both found 

fulfilling work serving in Morgantown and West Virginia. We have both joyfully served the campus and      

students and seen that as our call as a family. We love Morgantown and love raising our family here.  We are 

grateful for the congregation at First, and the ways it has nurtured our family and faithfully supported the  

college ministry as it has transformed over the years. 
 

So it is with sadness that I share this is my last semester serving as campus pastor and director of Harless 

Center. It is now my turn to follow Chet as he pursues a new call in his own career. He will begin work in 

February as Director of Transportation Planning for the Richmond Regional Planning District Commission in 

Richmond, Virginia. He had a strong desire to return to the public sector, and this new call provides him that 

opportunity. 

 

Our current plan is that Harrison, Ellie Grace, and I will remain in Morgantown through the end of the 

school year and join Chet sometime this summer in Richmond. There is still time to say goodbye, celebrate, 

and plan for the future. At this time, I do not know what God has in store for me in ministry. As Chet did in 

2003, I will follow and pray that God has a plan where we can both serve our community with the gifts, skills, 

and experiences God has provided us. Please pray for us as we make this transition and discern what God 

has in store for our family. Please pray for the foundation as they begin to search for a new campus pastor. 

 

God bless, 

 

Rev. Dr. Shelly Barrick Parsons 

 



SESSION 
John Bolt, David Burtner, Harold Forbes, Donna Gerber, Gertraud Irwin, Beth Madison, Barry McMillan,   

Lee Mullett, Chet Parsons, Cathy Samuel, Justin Weber, Lucas Tatham (Clerk of Session) 

 

DEACONS 
Jan Benders, Karen Cassidy, Debbie Chase, Brenda Ely, Sarah English, John Garlow, Deborah Harris,       

Scott Lyon, Chris McClelland, Bonnie McMillan, Carole Mooney, Ann Warren, Donna Weems, Judy Werner,     

Diane Williams  

 

STAFF 
Rev. Zac Morton, Pastor                                                  Pastorzm@gmail.com 

Johnetta Velickoff, Bookkeeper & Administrative Assistant      FPCMorgantown@gmail.com 
Sharon Portaro, PCDC Director                                      PresbyterianCDC@gmail.com  

Ken Godwin, Music Director                                      Overture456@aol.com  

Kimberly Chaffee, Secretary                                      PresbyMorgantown@gmail.com  

Youngju Lee, Accompanist 

Reggie Underwood, Custodian & Sunday Sexton 

Janine Arnold & Teanna Branch, Nursery Attendants 

 

CONTACT US 
First Presbyterian Church  

456 Spruce St.  

Morgantown, WV 26505 

(304) 296-8236 

www.firstpresmorgantown.org  

Pastor’s Dedicated Phone: (304) 299-2127 

Office Hours: 

Mon-Fri  8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
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